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Greetings once again to the great network of educators for sustainability in schools.

What an acceleration of work faces us. We can’t grumble, we have been advocating
these changes for 30 years and now they are being picked up in government and the
mainstream.

Any cursory check of the headlines reminds us of the looming problems; any cursory
check of our active schools reminds us we can and are rising to these challenges.

For example we could pair off: ‘Auditor finds state water saving plan too
rushed’ (referring to desalination and north south water transfers) with our 40 school
sample showing 45% savings in mains water consumption. We could contrast ‘State of
Stress, scientists warn of threats to Victorian ecosystems’ to all our schools planting
trees and indigenous grasslands and working with others in their communities to protect
habitats. We could contrast ‘Time running out on climate...report urges drastic
measures’ with our schools stabilising energy use, despite massive increases in
computers and air conditioners and some schools becoming carbon neutral and
even carbon sinks. We can contrast ‘Cars that ate London’ and ‘Big rise tipped for car
emissions’ with schools organising walk to school, public transport provision, Ride 2
School initiatives. Some of the best responses in the nation are already in the schools. Of
course there is far more to do as David Spratt and Philip Sutton analyse in ‘Climate Code
Red’ -see www.climatecodered.net. This should be compulsory reading for every educator
and decision maker in Australia so as to understand: ‘ We stand on the edge of climate
catastrophe. Like Apollo 13 we have only one option and that is to abandon our life- as-
normal project, hit the emergency button and plan with all our ingenuity how to survive;
and with unshakeable determination build a path for a return to a safe climate Earth..’

In this issue we cover the Climate Change Summit in Victoria. CERES was represented at
this major initiative of Premier Brumby and Minister Jennings and we hope you will all
make your views known (see website provided). We also describe for you the details
of Sustainability Victoria’s grand plan for schools: CERES and partners successfully
tendered for delivery of the Core and Waste modules of Resource Smart Schools - AuSSI-
Vic. Read how your school fits into the new system. As always we advertise sustainability
workshops for teachers and new grants and programs. And to finish on a personal note -
| started the move to become the first person in Victoria to take up the Jack Green offer
(see inside) and sign up for Green electricity with $35 given by JackGreen to a school (in
this case my next visit - good old Brunswick South PS)

£ R,

Eric Bottomley,

Team Leader,

On behalf of the rest of the CERES Sustainable Schools Team
(Cara, Michelle, Narelle, Lorna, Heidi, Sue, Sally and Anthony)



Victorian Climate Change Summit

PARLIAMENT HOUSE, MELBOURNE
4 APRIL 2008

Can we believe it! The Victorian Government holding a climate change
summit and talking major restructuring of the climate change
economy. And |, Eric Bottomley, had an invite to go there on behalf of
CERES.

One hundred of us filled the main chamber of Parliament and | even
managed to make my maiden speech in Parliament! George Negus,
who was compering proceedings, gave me the nod. | rose to my feet
and trotted out the kind of story you would expect CERES to deliver
(after all, we have been saying the same things for 25 years!).

I commended all the bright ideas emerging but questioned the total
monopoly of technocratic approaches. | was able to raise the question
of an ecologically sustainable population for Melbourne and Victoria. |
also spoke about frugality and the Gandhian notion of, ‘The rich need
to learn to live simply so that the poor may simply live’ in relation to
the per capita use of resources. | supported the science driven policy
on global warming, but also reminded everyone that ethics and moral frameworks were just as
important as we adjust to the crisis.

Many people thanked me later for raising these issues (It's just a normal part of the job at
CERES), and Mr. Brumby referred to this presentation when summing up the conference. We
have so much to do but this was an excellent first step. NOW, ALL READERS, organise your ideas
and submit your views online (see website address below). Please use these opportunities to
enrich our democracy and speak up for the Planet.

Premier John Brumby

Here is an extract from the official report of the Victorian Climate Change Summit:

The Premier of Victoria, John Brumby, today hosted the Victorian Climate Change Summit at
State Parliament. The Summit was convened to begin setting a new, urgent agenda for Victoria on
climate change.

More than 100 Victorians attended the Summit and represented a wide range of views from the
Victorian community - including business, industry, farming, and the regions.

More than 100 people participated in the Summit through the on-line forum.
Thousands of people watched the opening of the Summit on-line.

The Summit signalled the commencement of a process that will see the development of a Green
Paper on Climate Change within six months.

The Green Paper will build upon the detailed public input and consultation that will follow on from
the Summit and prioritise actions that will set Victoria on the path to achieve on the downward
path towards reducing emissions by 60% below 2000 levels by 2050.

The Summit recognised Victoria has entered a new phase of climate change action which builds
on the significant initiatives already taken by the Victorian Government.

Australia has ratified the Kyoto Protocol and a national Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) will be
operational by 2010 - creating a climate of opportunity for Victoria to secure its future
productivity, liveability and sustainability by capitalising on the emerging climate change
economy.

Summit delegates identified the following key challenges:

— Driving greenhouse gas emission reductions;

— Increasing the resilience of our community to the impacts of a changing climate; and

— Ensuring that Victoria’s transition to the low-carbon economy allows the State to take up the
opportunities that will emerge.

Summit delegates also identified the following opportunities:

— Channelling the entrepreneurial talents of Victorians to drive emissions reductions through the

global carbon market and capture opportunities that pay a financial and environmental
dividend; [Cont'd pg. 3]
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— Building upon our exceptional skills base in the urban
planning, engineering and manufacturing sectors to ensure
that our cities, towns and critical infrastructure are

resilient to climate change - and exporting these skills to T

the world; and o

— Combining our States rich natural assets with our rich ‘5,.}'2;“'

capacity to innovate, to develop the technologies needed : .

to reduce emissions and adapt to the expected changes in VICTORIAN

our climate. CLIMATE CHANGE

Summit delegates noted the numerous ways Victorians are

SUMMIT

already changing the way they live and work to be more
sustainable, but agreed that more needs to be done.

Breakout Groups Discussions

Summit delegates discussed specific issues of Victoria’s response to climate change. To read
the full list issues and points, please visit www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/summit. Also use this
website to lodge your ideas.

What Next?

The Victorian Climate Change Summit is the next step in the Government’s ongoing endeavour
to forge a shared vision for Victoria under climate change.

In the next six months, the Government will prepare a Green Paper on Climate Change through a
substantial public consultation process and will outline its ongoing methods of tracking progress
towards our goals.

Start lodging your views on www.climatechange.vic.gov.au/summit

- Eric Bottomley

Grants Closing Soon

Mitre 10, Coles and Australia Post Junior Landcare 16 May

Any school or organisation that would like to involve their students in landcare projects, in
conjunction with local landcare groups, can apply for grants of up to $550 (including GST) to
assist them with the cost of their projects. In addition to on-ground rehabilitation or restoration
works, projects may also include conservation of natural resources, environmental monitoring
programs, waste minimisation, using school grounds as learning centres or undertaking an
environmental field trip.

Grant Details: http://www.landcareonline.com/funding_opportunity details.asp?fo_id=6
Rebecca Millard, 03 9662 9977, email rebecca@landcareaustralia.com.au

Australia Post Community Development 25 April

Community groups, including local landcare groups across Australia, can now apply for yearly
grants of up to $3,300 (including GST) to help improve their local community and environment.
The grants can fulfil a community groups’ “wish list” and directly fund a community project, help
buy much needed tools and equipment, or help raise awareness and encourage more
community members to get involved. The flexibility in the allocation of funds aims to help
groups in their ability to grow within the community.

Dilmah Water Quality Funding 30 May

The Dilmah Water Quality Fund offers funding to community groups and schools to improve
water quality in their local area. Schools and community groups are able to apply for the
following: Water quality testing kits; Water quality testing training; or Water quality testing kit
consumables and additions. Grants of up to $1,650 (inc GST) are up for grabs.

Grant details: http://www.landcareonline.com/funding_opportunity _details.asp?fo_id=10
Pamela Jones, 1800 151 105, email pam@landcareaustralia.com.au

Details: http://www.landcareonline.com/funding_opportunity details.asp?fo id=9

Subscribe to Easy Grants http://www.ourcommunity.com.au/funding/grant_main.jsp or for a
free grants overview calendar go to http://www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au/funding_calendar.htm or
http://www.vaee.vic.edu.au/resources/awards_grants.htm




New RSS - AuSSlI Vic Core and Waste Programs!

CERES and Partners are working with Sustainability Victoria to expand sustainability in schools.
In this first year, we will be delivering these programs described below. Check where your school
fits into the continuing support.

Draft Core module (RSS - AuSSI Vic) ccourceSmart

Calling all schools working on sustainability... Schools
ResourceSmart Schools is now helping to coordinate resources, programs and support for
schools to improve their energy, materials and water efficiency; encourage behaviour change;
and understand sustainability issues. It is integrating and expanding on existing programs
including Waste Wise and the Sustainable Schools Initiative (SSI).

If your school wants to tackle sustainability issues and become ResourceSmart the best place to
start is by undertaking the Core module of AuSSI Vic. This will help your school and school
community to evolve from Sustainable Schools into the broad new landscape of sustainability of
the Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative Victoria (AuSSI Vic). In this journey, schools will be
supported by Sustainability Victoria (SV), Department of
Sustainability and Environment, the Department of
Environment, Water, Heritage and Arts; assisted by the
Department of Education and Early Childhood |
Development; and mentored by CERES and supporting |
organisations such as the Victorian Association for
Environmental Education (VAEE).

All across Australia schools are getting involved in
AuSSI and making savings in waste production, energy
use and greenhouse gas emissions while saving 40%
off their mains water use

Support for existing schools

There are already over 300 schools involved in AuSSI Vic. Over the next 3 years, these schools
are to be supported, free of charge, to transfer/ finalise their baseline data to the Schools
Environment Tracking System (SETS) (if not already a member). These schools will also be
transitioned to the State Government’s new ResourceSmart 5 Star Certification system that is
being implemented in state and local governments, venues, businesses and schools across
Victoria. Schools will be contacted by CERES and will be supported with information flows, grant
and savings insights; advice and newsletters from VAEE, CERES, Planet Savers Australia,
Carbonetix, ‘On Holy Ground’ Catholic Schools Initiative and Sustainability Victoria. Research and
evaluation will be conducted by RMIT Centre for Design and School of Global Studies.

The only conditions will be to:

. continue working to the spirit of the MoU;

. upload your baseline data to SETS;

. participate in a short RMIT designed evaluation;
. provide a short case study; and

. continue storing data on SETS after this first year in order to help create a secure
recording of your ongoing

. achievements and an ongoing database of the success of Victorian schools.

Support for new schools

From 2008 to 2011, 60 new schools each year will be supported to become ResourceSmart by
completing the Core Module of AuSSI Vic. This extended foundation lays the basis of the
program and maps the journey through four resource modules, helping schools to work towards
ResourceSmart 5 Star Certification.

Each school will receive:

. In school guidance through the core module, including all necessary documentation/
worksheets;

. approximately 5 hours of compulsory professional learning time (two 1.5 hr whole staff/
community
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. professional learning sessions and a smaller working group meeting for planning the
School Environment Management Plan). The whole staff PL session can be done on
different days or on one day if that suits the school better. The professional learning
sessions would need to be slotted in for term 2 or the beginning of term 3 2008 unless
otherwise negotiated with CERES;

. approximately 5 hours of optional staff support time that the school can use at their own
discretion to complete the module;

. free access to a regional workshop for the training of a staff member facilitator;
o emails and phone calls with facilitator;

. regular email updates on grants, newsletters and other worthwhile sustainability
initiatives/opportunities;

. CERESIy Sustainable newsletter membership free for first year;

. Sustainability Hub website http://sustainability.ceres.org.au membership;
. evaluation and research support from RMIT;

. administrative support;

. Victorian Association for Environmental Education (VAEE) membership for one year (worth
$175);

. SETS membership for one vyear (if not already a member) http://
schoolenergysavings.com.au/sets.php (joining fee and one year membership included,
worth $200) where schools input their baseline data (data on school use of gas,
electricity, water, paper, waste production and its biodiversity levels); and

. accreditation/ certification in the new ResourceSmart 5 Star Certification system.

In return for this extensive support each school needs to:

. commit to the program;

. contribute $500 towards the program costs (of about $3000 per school);
. continue working to the spirit of the MoU;

. provide opportunities for staff to engage in the program;

o complete the core module in 2008;

. provide a short case study on the Sustainability Hub website;

. participate in a short RMIT designed evaluation;

. continue storing data on SETS after this first year in order to help create an ongoing
database of achievements by Victorian schools.

What does my school need to do to get support?

Register your interest ASAP with the RSS AuSSI Vic administration team (Michelle and Narelle)
by email at rssaussi@ceres.org.au. If you have any queries about this process please contact us
on 03 9380 1556. As places are very limited, schools will be given the placements on a first
come, first served basis. We will endeavour to notify you of your application status within two
weeks of receiving your acceptance form.

A waiting list will be available for schools who miss out in the 2008 intake or for schools
wanting to begin the SV funded program in 2009/ 2010. Schools wishing to start the program
immediately but who were unable to secure a funded place will still be able to proceed through
a self funded AuSSI Vic stream (facilitated by CERES), which will be aligned with the RSS
certification system. Schools using the self funded stream will receive the same product as SV
funded schools, except each school will have the option to sign up separately for VAEE
membership at an additional cost. The full cost for the self funded stream will be $2750 ex GST
(subject to change). This cost may be lowered if a school is able to complete some of the work
unassisted/online and reduce the amount of optional staff planning sessions/ support time
(minimum charge $1850 ex GST, optional sessions $327 ex GST each, up to 2hrs length).

If you have any general questions about ResourceSmart Schools please contact Sustainability
Victoria: Jane Liefman, 03 8626 8861, jane.liefman@sustainability.vic.gov.au.

Proud partners S
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New RSS - AuSSlI Vic Core and Waste Programs!
Draft Waste module (RSS - AuSSlI Vic) Smart

Calling all schools working on sustainability... Schools

ResourceSmart Schools is now helping to coordinate resources, programs and support for
schools to improve their energy, materials and water efficiency; encourage behaviour change;
and understand sustainability issues. It is integrating and expanding on existing programs
including Waste Wise and the Sustainable Schools Initiative (SSI).

If your school wants to tackle sustainability issues, particularly waste reduction and become
ResourceSmart, the best place to start is by undertaking the Waste
module of AuSSI Vic. This will help your school and school
community to evolve from Waste Wise and Sustainable Schools
programs into the broad new landscape of sustainability of the
Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative Victoria (AuSSI Vic). In this
journey schools will be supported by Sustainability Victoria (SV), o

Department of Sustainability and Environment, and the NEPEAN RECYCLING
Department of Environment, Water, Heritage and Arts; assisted by 5975 1333
the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development; OBOARD
and mentored by CERES.

All across Australia schools are getting involved in AuSSI and
making savings in waste production, energy use and greenhouse
gas emissions while saving 40% off their mains water use.

Support for existing Waste Wise schools

There are already over 180 schools who have either begun or been accredited in the former
WasteWise program. Over the next 3 years, these schools are to be supported, free of charge to
transfer/ finalise their baseline data to the Schools Environment Tracking System (SETS) (if not
already a member). These schools will also be transitioned to the State Governments new
ResourceSmart 5 Star Certification system that is being implemented in state and local
governments, venues, businesses and schools across Victoria. Schools will be contacted by
CERES and will be supported with information flows, grant and savings insights; advice and
newsletters from CERES, Planet Savers Australia, Live and Learn, Conservation Volunteers,
Carbonetix, ‘On Holy Ground’ Catholic Schools Initiative and Sustainability Victoria. Research
and evaluation will be conducted by RMIT Centre for Design and School of Global Studies.

The only conditions will be to:

. continue working to the spirit of the MoU/ Waste Wise commitment;

. upload your baseline data to SETS;

. participate in a short RMIT designed evaluation;

. provide a short case study; and

. continue storing data on SETS after this first year in order to help create a secure
recording of your ongoing achievements and an ongoing database of the success of
Victorian schools.

Support for new schools

From 2008 to 2011, 30 new schools each year will be supported to become ResourceSmart by
completing the Waste Module of AuSSI Vic and linking it to the rest of the ResourceSmart
program. This program provides professional development and customised consultancy to
Victorian schools to assist them to significantly reduce waste to landfill and deliver associated
reductions in greenhouse gases and water usage.

Each school will receive:

. approximately 4 hours of compulsory professional learning time (whole school session
and a smaller sustainability committee meeting). The professional learning session would
need to be slotted in for term 2 or the beginning of term 3 2008 unless otherwise
negotiated with CERES;

[Cont’d pg. 7]
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. support to complete a Waste Reduction Action Plan (WRAP);
. emails and phone calls with your facilitator;

. regular email updates on grants, newsletters and other worthwhile sustainability
initiatives/ opportunities;

. free access to a regional workshop for the training of a staff member facilitator
(workshops rotate annually through different regions);

. Conservation Volunteers work team to provide 1 free day of labour on ‘Grounding Waste’;
. CERESIy Sustainable newsletter membership free for first year;

. Sustainability Hub website http://sustainability.ceres.org.au membership;

o international connections through Live and Learn Environmental Education;

. evaluation and research support from RMIT;

. administrative support;

. SETS membership for one year http://schoolenergysavings.com.au/sets.php (joining fee
and one year membership included, worth $250) where schools input their baseline data
into (data on school use of gas, electricity, water, paper, waste production and its
biodiversity levels); and

. accreditation/ certification in the new ResourceSmart 5 Star Certification system.

In return for this extensive support each school needs to:

. commit to the program;

. contribute $250 towards the program costs (of about $3000 per school);
. continue working to the spirit of the MoU;

. provide opportunities for staff to engage in the program;

. complete the waste module in 2008;

. provide a short case study on the Sustainability Hub website;

. participate in a short RMIT designed evaluation;

. continue storing data on SETS after this first year in order to help create an ongoing
database of achievements by Victorian schools.

What does my school need to do to get support?

Register your interest ASAP with the RSS AuSSI Vic administration team (Michelle and Narelle)
by email at rssaussi@ceres.org.au. If you have any queries about this process please contact us
on 03 9380 1556. As places are very limited, schools will be given the placements on a first
come, first served basis. We will endeavour to notify you of your application status within two

weeks of receiving your acceptance form.

A waiting list will be available for schools who miss out in the 2008 intake or for schools
wanting to begin the SV funded program in 2009/ 2010. Schools wishing to start the program
immediately but who were unable to secure a funded place will still be able to proceed through
a self funded AuSSI Vic Waste module stream (facilitated by CERES), which will be aligned with
the RSS certification system. Schools using the self funded stream will receive the same
product as SV funded schools, with the exception of the 1 free day of labour from Conservation
Volunteers. The full cost for the self funded stream will be $1200 ex GST (subject to change).

Additionally, 100 new schools a year which are not already supported by SV for RSS Waste will
have access for 1 teacher to attend one of the 8 free regional workshops if the school commits
to the program and joins SETS at its own cost ($250 ex GST, joining and membership fees for
first year). These workshops will help establish ResourceSmart Waste and schools in most
regions will be able to receive more assistance from Regional and Metropolitan Education
Officers. Education Officers are also able to organise CERES facilitated RSS Waste workshops
for themselves or for clusters of schools at a cost of $500 ex GST for up to 3hr session.

If you have any questions about RSS please contact Sustainability Victoria: Jane Liefman, 8626
8861, jane.liefman@sustainability.vic.gov.au
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Jackgreen - Snippets and Fundraisers

You can now use these sustainable snippets in your school newsletter to give parents hints and
tips on the easy things they can do to reduce their carbon footprint.

Each week, you can place these cartoons in your school newsletter so that readers can be
reminded at a glance just how easy it is to make a difference by reducing their energy use,
switching off stand-bys, switching to GreenPower and using less hot water.

Kind regards,
Richard

Richard Bolus has been putting together a GreenPower school fundraiser over the past two
months to help the carbon sink schools
engage their parents to reduce their carbon |
footprints to help the schools go carbon ' <
neutral.

If you'd like to know more or download
these cartoons for your own newsletter
contact Richard on 0425 788 654 or email
fundraiserinfo@jackgreen.com.au or go to
www.jackgreen.com.au/fundraiser to find
out more about the GreenPower fundraiser
he is working on.

Save up to 10% on Your eletricity [
| biLL. T off appliances at the
swikeh or better still at the wall
whew Yow're wot using them.

SIMPLE RULE:
IF AN UNUSED APPLIANCE OR CHARGER IS WARM, BUZZING OR LIT IT'S WASTING YOU MONEY.

CERES Workshops— Autumn 2008

CERES has a number of workshops being held over Autumn here at CERES (in Brunswick East)
for AuSSI schools to sink their teeth into! Check these out:

Small Farm Planning with Justin Calverley,
26 April, 10am-4pm. $88 Full or $77 Concession

Join the walking classroom as it tours CERES using living examples to help you select the right
property, plan for water needs, choose appropriate buildings, plantings, animals and machinery
and make being on the land a lot more pleasure than pain.

Chook Care with Meredith Freeman,

4 May, 10am-3pm. $88 Full or $77 Concession

Whether you already have chooks or are looking to start a new backyard (schoolyard) flock, this
course covers all your basic chook needs. Chooks are great for the garden; they deal with weeds,
eat bugs, are great fertilizers and provide the best tasting eggs you'll ever eat.

Intro to Community Food Systems with Chris Ennis,

4 May, 10am-4pm. $88 Full or $77 Concession

What is a community food system? Explore the range of different localised food systems and
the associated environmental, economic and social benefits. Gain a greater understanding of
food security and its issues, particularly in an urban context.

Grow Your Own School or Community Garden with Justin Calverley,

10 May, 10am-4pm. $88 Full or $77 Concession

This workshop follows an Intro to Community Food Systems, and provides an insight into
kitchen/community gardens; where to start, challenges, rewards, educational benefits and
financial sustainability. This workshop would be of benefit to schools and other organisations
looking to create edible kitchen gardens.

Food Based Social Enterprises with Marissa Wood and Peta Christensen,

11 May, 10am-4pm. $88 Full or $77 Concession

This workshop follows an Intro to Community Food Systems, and provides an insight into food
based enterprises; where to start, challenges, rewards and financial sustainability. This

workshop would be of benefit to schools and other organisations looking to create sustainable
food projects.

For further information on CERES workshops please contact Melissa Lawson on 9387 2609,
email melissa@ceres.org.au or download the CERES Workshops brochure from the CERES
website: http://www.ceres.org.au/farm/Training%20Brochure%2007.pdf.




