
 

 

 

Bigger is Better 

Buying food in larger quantities is not only cheaper, 

it’s also more sustainable.  Instead of buying potato 

chips in small bags, you should try buying a large bag 

of chips and putting those in a reusable container.

Ice cream tubs make great reusable containers!

Clean Up Your Home!  

Consider ways to give new life to all of the unused or 

old items you have at home.   Donating your items to 

charity or running a garage sale are good ways to 

provide others with the things they want and need.

Finding broken items around your home that can 

recycled will clear up space and also means that 

those items won’t be sitting in a rubbish tip leaking 

toxins into the environment. 

WASTE:

Maggie the Magpie

“Send pictures of your 

D.U.M.P. 

you came up with to

education@ceres.org.au

we would love to see your 

The D.U.M.P. Awards 

Environment Victoria’s annual D.U.M.P. Awards (Damaging and Useless Materials from Packaging) are 

awarded to companies whose products have the most excess or non

help these companies realise that they are wasting many resources. 

Now it’s time for you to hand out your own D.U.M.P. awards!

packaging of a few different items.  Is th

packaging made of recycled materials?

one do you think should be the winner of the D.U.M.P. award? 

Now that you know which product deserves the D.U.M.P. award

to fix the packaging.  Try making the packaging smaller, out of a more recyclable material, or even 

have them packaged together rather than

own, see if you can redesign it. 

Buying food in larger quantities is not only cheaper, 

Instead of buying potato 

try buying a large bag 

in a reusable container.  

Ice cream tubs make great reusable containers!  

Consider ways to give new life to all of the unused or 

Donating your items to 

sale are good ways to 

provide others with the things they want and need. 

Finding broken items around your home that can be 

recycled will clear up space and also means that 

those items won’t be sitting in a rubbish tip leaking 

WASTE: AT HOME ACTIVITIES 

Maggie the Magpie says, 

“Send pictures of your 

 award and what 

you came up with to 

education@ceres.org.au, 

we would love to see your 

work!” 

annual D.U.M.P. Awards (Damaging and Useless Materials from Packaging) are 

awarded to companies whose products have the most excess or non-recyclable packaging.

e that they are wasting many resources.  

nd out your own D.U.M.P. awards!  Search around your house and find 

Is there more material being used than is necessary

?  Compare all of the packaging on the items you found.

one do you think should be the winner of the D.U.M.P. award?  

deserves the D.U.M.P. award, see if you could come up with a way 

e packaging smaller, out of a more recyclable material, or even 

than individually. By using some of these ideas and some of your 

Recycling Detective

If a plastic material has a recycling symbol 

imprinted on it, such as 

below, this means that it is made out

plastic that can be recycled. 

This symbol is used in Australia to identify 

the type of plastic used to make the 

material.  However, sometimes plastics 

from other countries make it into Australia.  

These plastics don’t always have the 

imprinted recycling symbol and may not be 

recyclable, even if the label says that they 

are.  

Become a detective and find 

your home that have the imprinted plastic 

identification symbol.  Then try to find 

plastics that don’t have the symbol.  Do 

these plastics have labels that say they are 

recyclable?  Don’t be fooled!

annual D.U.M.P. Awards (Damaging and Useless Materials from Packaging) are 

recyclable packaging.  This is to 

Search around your house and find the 

is necessary?  Is the 

Compare all of the packaging on the items you found.  Which 

see if you could come up with a way 

e packaging smaller, out of a more recyclable material, or even 

sing some of these ideas and some of your 

Recycling Detective 

If a plastic material has a recycling symbol 

imprinted on it, such as the ones shown 

below, this means that it is made out of a 

can be recycled.  

 

This symbol is used in Australia to identify 

the type of plastic used to make the 

material.  However, sometimes plastics 

from other countries make it into Australia.  

These plastics don’t always have the 

imprinted recycling symbol and may not be 

recyclable, even if the label says that they 

Become a detective and find plastics in 

your home that have the imprinted plastic 

identification symbol.  Then try to find 

stics that don’t have the symbol.  Do 

plastics have labels that say they are 

Don’t be fooled! 


