Becoming Sustainable @ Eltham North Primary School in 2006

ENPS understands and values the importance of sustainable practices and education. We began our “Sustainable Schools” journey in 2003, but had already started to focus on environmental issues and sustainable practices through implementing the Science In Schools Project (SiS). When we joined the program, we had accreditation as a Smart Water School and had focused on maintaining and developing the native biodiversity of our school grounds. We quickly received our first “star” as we embedded sustainability in our school culture, and made the commitment to review and improve our practices and make meaningful links within our whole school curriculum.   The focus of the program is a school wide approach where we live the values, embed behaviours, sustain practices and achieve outcomes – educational, environmental, social and economic.  Our Sustainable platform challenges and engages teachers and students to grow as passionate learners and leaders who are connected and motivated, demonstrating practical change to school operations and life long behavioural change in using resources more wisely.  
The program deals with four key areas that relate to sustainability: waste and litter management, energy use/air quality, water use and storm water, and biodiversity in the school.  Over the past three years, staff, students, families and members of our local community have worked together to help ENPS achieve accreditation in Energy, Water, Waste and Biodiversity.  As at July 2006, here is a summary of our journey.  For further information go to our school website links on Sustainability.  We aim to share and support our learning community with valuable curriculum and resource information. Go to http://www.elthamnorthps.vic.edu.au/c21.1%20Sust%20Schools%20Overview.htm
Contacts: Rachel Farran & Nikki Waterfall.
	Key Area
	Change practices and achievements at ENPS

	Core

Sustainable Practices
	· Collecting data, auditing, master planning, setting targets, engaging and connecting with school community interest groups

· Pilot the ‘Sustainables Household Challenge’ interactive program

· Partnership initiatives with Edendale Farm

· Environmental murals around the school

· Sustainable Practices web site
· Student Environment Leadership initiatives Prep – Year 6
· New VELS Curriculum Level 1 – 4 units of learning

	Waste and litter management
	· Recycling of paper, plastic and cardboard

· Worm farms for organic food waste

· Newsletters emailed to 70% or families

· Rubbish-free lunch days

	Energy use/air quality
	· Signage to remind students and teachers to turn off lights and heating/cooling when not in use

· Installation of an efficiency system that reduces power consumption by the fluorescent lights by 10%
· Renew and upgrade school power supply / board systems
· Energy Busters Initiatives
· Flow control efficiency devices on all taps

	Water use and storm water
	· Storm water used in staff toilets, greenhouse and garden beds
· Installation and upgrade of dual-flush cisterns, flow control devices in student toilets
· Renew and upgrade school fireloop system
· 4,500 & 22,500 litre tanks for irrigation use
· Implementing educational program ‘Water Learn it Live it!’

	Biodiversity in the school
	· Habitat garden for the Eltham Copper Butterfly

· Frog Club, trailing Melbourne Water’s Frog Census in Schools program

· Student run ‘Maintenance Crew’, caring for the school garden and grounds
· Habitats for local wildlife
· Greenhouse installed for propagation and planting program


