
 

LANDFILL GARBAGE BIN 
 

Items accepted: 
• Household garbage (including meats and bones) 
• Nappies and animal droppings (wrapped) 
• Plastic bags and ‘scrunchable’ plastics 
• Broken glass and crockery  
• Polystyrene foam 
• Light globes 
• Vacuum cleaner dust (bagged) 
 
Items NOT accepted: 
• Recyclables 
• Garden waste 
• Building material, timber or steel 
• Syringes or medical waste 
• Oil, paint or chemical waste 
• Commercial or industrial waste 
 
Where does my landfill garbage go? 
Landfill bin garbage is picked up by a garbage truck and taken to 
landfills (or dumps) located in your region. Here, garbage is deposited 
in a ‘cell’ and compacted before being covered each day to prevent 
odour and vermin. 
 
Landfills are the last option in waste management, as once rubbish is 
deposited, it can’t be reused or recycled. Buried rubbish in landfills 
produce methane, a potent gas which is harmful to the environment.  
When a landfill reaches capacity, it is sealed or ‘capped’ with a thick 
layer of clay before being covered in several layers of soil, including 
topsoil, before being revegetated. Old landfill sites are often used as 
parklands and open spaces. 

  



 

RECYCLING BIN 
Recycling bins are for co-mingled waste. 

 
Items accepted: 
• Hard plastic bottles and containers 
• Newspapers, magazines, advertising material, letters, envelopes, 
office paper and phone books 
• Milk and juice cartons 
• Cardboard boxes 
• Steel and aluminium cans, aerosols, and foil 
• Glass bottles and jars) 
 
Items NOT accepted: 
• Recyclables in plastic bags 
• Plastic bags 
• Polystyrene foam 
• Crockery or Pyrex 
• Rubbish 
• Garden waste 
• Nappies 
• Clothing, linen, carpet, toys or shoes 
• Syringes or medical waste 
 
Where does my recycling go? 
Recyclables are taken by a truck to a sorting facility, known as a 
‘Materials Recovery Facility’. There is a manual part of the process 
which can’t be looked after by the sorting machinery. Several people 
are employed to take out all the items that can’t be recycled, such as 
dirty nappies etc. The manual sorters must remove all plastic bags, 
including those with recycling in them, because if they damage 
machinery. Plastic bags cannot be ripped open by sorters due to 
Workplace Health and Safety regulations. After the recycling is sorted, 
each material is compacted or baled and sent to companies who 
shred, melt down or pulp them to make new things. 



 

GARDEN WASTE BIN 
 
Items accepted: 
• Grass clippings 
• Garden prunings 
• Small branches (up to 100mm in diameter)  
• Flowers 
• Leaves 
• Weeds 
 
NOT accepted: 
• Garden waste in plastic bags 
• Soil or potting mix 
• Plant pots 
• Rubbish 
• Plastic bags, packaging or polystyrene 
• Nappies 
• Timber, bricks or rubble 
• Recyclables 
• Syringes or medical waste 
 
Where does my green waste go? 
Trucks take your green bin material to an organic waste processing 
facility where it is made into a product that can be applied to 
agricultural land. 
 
Garden waste is initially put through a chipping machine which shreds 
the material into smaller pieces. The 'teeth' in the chipper are not 
strong enough to shred palm fronds, tree stumps or thick branches 
which is why you are asked to these items out of your green bin. 
  



 

WORM FARM OR COMPOST BIN 
 

Items accepted: 
• Vegetable scraps 
• Fruit scraps (except citrus) 
• Coffee grinds 
• Tea leaves and tea bags 
• Shredded paper (unbleached) 
• Shredded cardboard (unbleached) 
• Leaves 
• Small garden pruning 
 
NOT accepted:  
• Meat, poultry, fish 
• Dairy products 
• Sugar 
• Bleached paper 
• Citrus fruits 
• Plastic 
• Chemically treated wood 
 
Where does my organic waste go? 
Worms and Micro-organisms – Worms and micro-organisms (eg, 
bacteria and fungi) are break down the organic waste. 
Nutrients – A nutrient balance is important. The ideal mix is about 20%-
30% carbon (dry waste) to 70%-80% nitrogen (wet waste). 
Air - Oxygen is essential for composting. Initially your compost heap 
will be loosely mixed but as the material settles, after two weeks or so, 
it is important to turn it over to re-aerate the pile. 
Water - Micro-organisms need moisture, but not too much. The worm 
farm or compost bin should feel damp but not wet. 
Time - If all is well within the compost heap decay may take as little as 
8-10 weeks. With the right management, all parts of a compost heap or 
worm farm will have been in the middle and all will be decayed. 



 

PAPER RECYCLING BIN 
 
Reduce the amount of paper you use each day: 
• Use scrap paper for notes 
• Set your printer to print double sided only 
• Set your photocopier default to print double sided 
• Only print out emails or documents when absolutely necessary 
• Use an interactive whiteboard to reduce photocopying 
• Encourage hands-on activities in your classroom that don’t rely on 
worksheets 
 
Tips for paper recycling: 
• Only place paper that has been used on 
both sides in your bin 
• Flatten cardboard boxes before placing in 
bin 
 
Where does my paper waste go? 
Recycling paper begins by breaking down 
the product using either chemical or 
mechanical means to free the fibres and 
create pulp. The pulp is re-manufactured 
into paper products in a similar way to first 
production paper. The waste products left over from the recycling 
process (ink, short fibres and plastics) are collectively called “sludge” 
and are either sent into landfill, burnt for energy or used as fertilizer. 
There are numerous companies in Australia that recycle and re-
manufacture paper onshore. Paper can be recycled into many things 
including office paper, packaging, toilet paper, egg cartons, 
soundproofing, furniture and cardboard. 
 
Paper can be recycled up to eight times. Once the paper has been 
recycled as many times as possible, it is turned into organic 
waste and breaks down. 


