
WYNDHAM SUSTAINABILITY FESTIVAL 2013 

The Werribee Primary School BEST (environment student team) was invited to celebrate National 

Threatened Species Day at the Werribee Open Range Zoo on Wednesday September 4, as part of the 

Wyndham City Sustainability Festival Schools Day. This was a whole day event, where the children 

raised awareness about the Eastern Barred Bandicoot which is on the verge of extinction.  

We were asked to create a “Love for your Local” project to develop an awareness of the plight of the 

Eastern Barred Bandicoot. As seen at assembly on Monday, we performed a Quiz show and a Rap. 

EBB’s used to live in abundance on the grasslands of the Victorian Volcanic Plain, right where our 

school is located. Now the population of EBB’s is verging on extinction with only about 200 left! 

Those remaining EBB’s are all in captivity, there are none left in the wild. 

Our student’s project performed at the Werribee Zoo will be published in the Zoo’s Wild Activists 

page on Act Wild www.actwild.org.au/wildschools/wildactivists/.  

OR the Werribee Zoo webpage http://www.zoo.org.au/news/wyndham-schools-lovetheri-locals  

OR you can also see photos of the day on our school’s blog. http://werribeeps.global2.vic.edu.au/  
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QUIZ 
Questions and Answers about the Eastern Barred Bandicoot 

How long do Eastern Barred Bandicoots live? 
Just two or three years 

What is the Eastern Barred Bandicoots diet? 
It eats insects, beetles and crickets. Mill worms are its favourite 

How do they find their food? 
Eastern Barred Bandicoots use their strong sense of smell, their strong claws and pointed nose for 
digging small holes. 

How long are the pregnant for? 
Eastern Barred Bandicoots have the shortest pregnancy of any mammal – only 12.5 days 

How many babies do they have at one time? 
Eastern Barred Bandicoots have 2-4 babies which remain in the backwards facing pouch for 60 days 

Are Eastern Barred Bandicoots endangered? 
Yes, they are a vulnerable species and need your help to save them 

Why is the Eastern Barred Bandicoots almost extinct in the wild in Victoria? 
Because 99% of native grasslands have been destroyed  
and Predators such as cats, foxes and dogs kill them 

 

 
 
EBB RAP 
I’m an EBB, you can’t touch me 
Because of the feral proof fence at the Werribee Z 

I’m an EBB, I have a short pregnancy 
It’s only 12 and a half days before you see a baby B  

I’m an EBB, I want a feed 
I like insects for breakfast, lunch and tea 

I’m an EBB, you can’t find me 
Because foxes and cats are eating me 

I’m an EBB, can you save me 
I’m nearly extinct, I only live in captivity 

I’m an EBB, I’d like to be free 
Can you help to rescue me? 


