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Introduction

In Victoria more than 60 percent of all material sent to landfill is food and garden organics which 
contribute significantly to greenhouse gas emissions. The good news is that food waste can easily be 
treated in our schools and homes to reduce the amount of it going to landfill. Treating food waste also 
provides schools with other benefits.

Benefits of recycling food waste at school
Curriculum and school links
Recycling food waste provides real life hands-on curriculum activities and reduces a school’s waste 
disposal costs by keeping food waste out of your rubbish bin/skip. Plus you can use the compost or 
worm castings created to improve the school’s vegetable garden. 

Student involvement
Many of the food waste recycling and management tasks can be done by or involve students. These 
can also be incorporated into student leadership activities, student action teams or student environment 
teams.

Environmental benefits 
The benefits of recycling your food waste to make compost for soils include reduced water usage, 
improved soil and plant growth, reduced weeds and fertiliser use and better managed nutrient runoff. By 
recycling your school’s food waste, you reduce the amount of waste your school sends to landfill as well 
as reducing your school’s contributions to greenhouse gas emissions.

Community links
The Victorian and National Curriculum calls for both community engagement and school food waste 
management. Recycling food waste programs provide an excellent opportunity to connect with parents 
and grandparents, who may have knowledge in, and a passion for this subject. It can also build links 
between schools and local community groups (such as gardening and environment clubs) who can 
provide local expertise in composting and worm farming. 
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How to use this guide

What this guide provides
The information and strategies in this guide will help your school reduce food waste, divert waste from 
landfill and achieve educational, economical, social and environmental outcomes. 

Use this guide to:
 • select the type(s) of food waste recycling bins to suit your school, students and situation
 • set up an easy and effective ongoing management system to keep your food waste system working 

well. 

This guide helps you choose the best type(s) of bin for your situation by guiding you through four key 
questions:
 • What type of food waste do you have?
 • Do you have outdoor space for locating food waste recycling bins?
 • Can you use or sell the recycled product?
 • How much time and expertise do you have to run the system?

To go straight to addressing these questions, jump to Choose your food waste recycling bins on page 
11.

Find out more information about your bin options in Facts on food waste recycling on page 3.

What is not covered in this guide
This guide for schools focuses on enclosed systems because open compost piles are more easily visited 
by snakes, rodents and flies, making them less suitable for school grounds. 

This guide does not cover:
 • green organic waste such as lawn clippings and garden prunings
 • DIY compost bins and worm farms.
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Facts on food waste recycling

Methods
There are three ways to recycle food waste in 
enclosed containers at schools: 
 • compost bins (composting)
 • worm farming
 • bio-digesting.

What is composting?
Composting is a way of breaking down 
(decomposing) waste organic * materials (food 
and garden waste) in a large container or heap 
through the actions of naturally occurring, small 
and even microscopic sized creatures (including 
bacteria, fungi earthworms and millipedes).

* Organic material is anything that was once 
living.

This decomposition process needs air/oxygen 
(the technical term is ‘aerobic’) and causes a 
compost pile to heat up. This process does not 
usually produce unpleasant odours but if the 
organic waste pile does not have enough air, 
the rotting waste will produce methane gas and 
other unpleasant odours (the technical term for 
decomposition without air is ‘anaerobic’).

Some types of compost systems will, if operated 
correctly, encourage a more rapid aerobic 
breakdown and produce compost in a shorter 
period of time. See Compost bins on page 31 
for details on the different types of compost bins 
available.

What is worm farming?
Worm farming is done through the use of 
specially-built containers where fruit and 
vegetable scraps are put and compost worms are 
introduced. These special compost worms eat fruit 
and vegetable scraps and thrive in the rich, moist 
environment of a worm farm. Compost worms 
will eat most dead organic materials, including 
paper and cardboard (if they are prepared and 
introduced into the bin correctly).

Compost worms are different from the earthworms 
typically found in soil. The most common compost 
worms are Tiger Worms, Red Wrigglers and 
Indian Blues. See Worm farms on page 43 
for details on the different types of worm farms 
available.

What is bio-digesting?
Bio-digesting occurs when food waste is 
decomposed in an enclosed structure, a bio-
digester, that converts it primarily into water and 
carbon dioxide. This decomposition process 
requires oxygen and microorganisms that 
naturally occur in the soil. Additional microbes 
may be added as a liquid or powder to speed up 
the process, especially in winter.

See Bio-digesters on page 39 for details on bio-
digesters suitable for schools.

What is fermentation?
Fermentation is when a special mix of 
microorganisms are introduced to food waste 
to ferment or pickle it in an enclosed bucket. 
Food waste treatment systems include Bokashi 
buckets. The pickled mixture then needs to 
be buried in the soil or put into a compost bin 
to further decompose. Bokashi is a Japanese 
term that means fermented organic matter. See 
Bokashi bin on page 40 for details about 
Bokashi and other indoor food waste systems.

What is compost?
Compost is made from organic material that 
has decomposed naturally. It is rich in nutrients 
and minerals and makes an ideal natural soil 
conditioner for your garden. Compost is dug into 
the soil.

Photo courtesy of WormsRUs



Recycling Food Waste @ School  4

Types of bins
Food waste can be naturally recycled 
(decomposed) by microorganisms to make 
compost and other organic matter in a variety of 
containers. 

Types of composting bins include: 
 • solid plastic bins (no ventilation holes)
 • plastic bins with ventilation holes or slits
 • rotating drum units (tumblers)
 • fermenting buckets
 • bio-digesters
 • large in-ground systems
 • DIY enclosures made from timber (planks or 

sleepers), bricks or chicken wire (not covered 
in this resource).

Types of worm farms include:
 • stackable plastic boxes or cylinders 
 • wheelie bins 
 • larger in-ground systems
 • DIY worm farms made from secondhand 

containers such as styroform boxes etc (not 
covered in this resource).

Composting bins and worm farms need to have 
good air circulation to work properly as microbes 
and worms need air to breathe. Otherwise you 
will encounter issues – see Some solutions to 
potential problems on page 25 of this guide for 
trouble shooting. 

Types of biodigesters include:
 • Green Cone
 • Worm Feast stations.

Photos courtesy of WormsRUs



Did you know...
Adding compost worms to compost bins 
will also help to circulate air and turn the 
compost pile for you. This is sometimes 
called vermicomposting. But you will need 
to keep the vermicomposting bin out of 
the sun or it will be too hot for the worms.
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Health and safety precautions
People
Food waste, compost and soils contain a variety 
of living organisms which on rare occasions, have 
been associated with causing illness and allergies 
in some humans. For health reasons, it is very 
important to take the following precautions:
 • wash your hands after handling compost, food 

waste and soil materials
 • wear gloves when handling compost or soil 

materials at all times
 • avoid handling compost or soil materials in 

confined spaces
 • keep compost moist to prevent fungal spores 

or bacteria from becoming airborne
 • avoid direct contact with dry compost; gently 

wet it to allow for dust-free handling.

Individuals who have respiratory problems or 
allergies to fungal spores in compost or have 
depressed immune systems, should wear a face 
mask when working with compost or avoid contact 
with compost altogether.

Environment
Two minor risks to the environment from home/
school composting are:
 • the runoff of nutrient rich liquid into creeks from 

compost heaps on steep slopes with clay soils
 • the production of methane, a potent 

greenhouse gas, from the anaerobic 
breakdown of un-aerated composting systems. 

These risks can be eliminated by careful 
management of compost bins. Ensure that the 
compost bin is placed away from areas that 
may drain into creeks, i.e. not on steep slopes, 
especially on clay soils.
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Before you choose your bins

First steps
 • Before you enter the planning stage, form a 

team with people willing to share the workload.
 • Incorporate student involvement via curriculum 

activities and student leadership roles.
 • Check the potential locations available in the 

school to place food waste recycling bins.
 • Measure the amount and types of food waste 

the school currently produces. 
 • Plan a practical way to take ongoing 

measurements so that waste reductions can be 
identified and reported to the whole school. 

Use a team approach
Establish a working group to get the school’s food 
waste management system up and running with 
student involvement. It is advised that you include 
the environment committee, student action team 
and/or the student leadership coordinator. If you 
can’t involve the whole school at this stage, start 
with one class. 

Identify and involve all the relevant people from 
the school community (teachers, grounds staff, 
cleaners, parents). Communicate to them why 
and how the school is trying to reduce food waste, 
the benefits and how they can help. Ask them to 
think about any potential issues and ask for their 
help in finding solutions.

Expertise 
Find people with expertise in composting/worm 
farms. The best place to start is with parents, 
grandparents, your local council’s waste, 
environmental education or sustainability officer, 
or a local gardening or environment group. These 
people may be able to provide advice at different 
stages if needed.

To attract parents or grandparents with 
composting/worm farm expertise to your team, put 
a notice in the school newsletter asking them to 
join your team.

How to contact your council waste, 
environmental education or sustainability 
officer
To get in touch with your local gardening or 
environment group contact your council or search 
on your council’s website. You can also search 
the Royal Horticultural Society’s list of Victorian 
gardening clubs. If the club you contact is not 
currently working on projects with schools, why 
not ask if one or more of their local members are 
interested in providing advice on composting or 
worm farming to your school. Remember that 
these are volunteer groups so they may not be 
available during school hours, or be able to assist 
your school.

Role of the groundsperson and cleaners
While student involvement in the food waste 
management allows them to develop skills 
and take on responsibilities, they may not be 
able to do all the tasks. If your school has a 
groundsperson, they may be available to do some 
or all of the following tasks:

 • chop up the food waste
 • add additional material such as lime to the 

compost pile/bins as needed
 • regularly turn the compost contents  - 

especially if this is too heavy for students
 • test the compost (temperature, moisture, 

pH) - although this is a great science task for 
students

 • spread the finished compost and dig in
 • clean out the food waste collection bins ready 

for the next cycle. 
If appropriate, cleaners at the school could be 
asked to collect, empty and wash the food waste 
collection bins as part of their contract. Keep in 
mind that assigning this practical task to students 
can help them learn about responsibility and team 
work.

http://rhsv.org.au/clubs-and-societies/victorian-clubs/
http://rhsv.org.au/clubs-and-societies/victorian-clubs/


Remember!
The aim is to reduce the amount of food 
waste sent to landfill. Encourage students 
and parents to rethink what they pack 
in their lunch box – will it all really get 
eaten? 
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Measure your food waste
Knowing the amount and types of food waste your 
school creates per day is important to help you 
choose the best type(s) and number of bins to suit 
your school’s situation. 

To measure the volume and type of food waste 
the school currently generates see the Food 
waste data collection template. The data collected 
in this sheet will also be your baseline data from 
which you can compare your improvements. It is 
recommended that you use this template to cover 
each collection bucket location at your school.

By collecting this data, students are provided with 
real life math exercises. You could organise to 
have different students gather and calculate this 
real life data every week for a week, a month or at 
different times throughout the term/year. Students 
can then use these figures to calculate weekly, 
monthly and yearly volume averages for the 
school’s food waste.

Think about ongoing monitoring
 • Plan how you will collect food waste figures to 

calculate and report back to the school on the 
amount of food waste that has been diverted. 

 ● This can also be used to calculate and 
highlight the money saved from reduced 
rubbish collection costs. These savings are 
good news stories to convey to the whole 
school community. See Celebrate your 
achievements on page 20.

 • Plan what food waste recycling measurements 
will be taken though the school year, how, and 
by whom.

 • Design a measuring and monitoring system 
that is easy and practical for your school. See 
Monitor and measure food waste reduction on 
page 19 to help you plan your program.

http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
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Find bin locations
Locations for food waste recycling bins
Check the school grounds for locations that are 
potentially suitable to set up and easily manage 
compost bins, worm farms or biodigesters. 

Ideal sites for compost bins
 • A flat area that’s wheelbarrow friendly and to 

ensure any runoff doesn’t cause problems.
 • Easy access for students to empty the food 

waste buckets and wash them afterwards.
 • Shade in summer and exposed to the winter 

sun. 
 • Enough space to locate additional compost 

bins so that when the first full bin matures you 
can use the second (or third) one.

 • Secure from non-authorised people.
 • Compost bins that are open at the base need 

to be placed on well-draining soil.
Ideal sites for worm farms 
 • A shady place, away from hot sun as worms 

will die in the heat. For example, undercover on 
a south facing wall.

 • Indoors out of direct sunlight.
Ideal sites for green cone
 • A flat area with suitable soil (i.e. soil with good 

drainage) to ensure any runoff doesn’t cause 
problems. 

 • In full sun in vegetable beds so that the 
nutrient-rich leachate can be absorbed by 
plants that like it. Native plants do not.

Food waste collection container locations
To make it easy for staff and students to recycle 
their food waste, put a food waste collection 
container at each place where food is eaten in 
your school, e.g. beside rubbish and recycling 
bins in classrooms, staff rooms, the canteen 
and outdoor eating areas (lunch shelters, group 
seating areas). Have rubbish bins located beside 
the food waste bins so that people don’t also put 
their rubbish into the food waste bin. 

To work out the number of food waste collection 
containers needed for all these locations, check 
out the different kinds of buckets available in Food 
waste collection containers on page 29.

Find curriculum links
Dealing with their food waste provides students 
with real life scenarios and learning opportunities. 
Food waste activities can be included at different 
levels within the school’s curriculum. Student 
leadership roles and responsibilities can be 
provided in a practical way, such as emptying the 
collection buckets.

When students measure volumes and calculate 
food waste reductions, they are participating in 
real life math exercises. If students are given the 
opportunity to report on the school’s food waste 
reduction project and achievements, it develops 
their communication, ICT and teamwork skills. 
Students can also develop their art and drama 
skills creating and presenting waste-related media 
and performances at school assemblies. 

There are many food waste and recycling-related 
curriculum units available that address VELS and 
AusVELS requirements. Some examples are:

 • Sustainability Victoria’s How to reduce, reuse 
and recycle waste in schools

 • Victorian Association for Environmental 
Education

 • Cool Australia

http://www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/about/curriculum/#.UvwMnxi4b3g
http://www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/about/curriculum/#.UvwMnxi4b3g
http://www.vaee.vic.edu.au/index.php/resources-for-schools
http://www.vaee.vic.edu.au/index.php/resources-for-schools
http://coolaustralia.org/curriculum-materials/#body-wrapper
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Create a school food waste recycling action plan
Use this template to get your school’s food waste recycling system set up and running well by planning who will do what and when.

Action plan template
Name of school: ____________________________________________________  Name of team leader: ____________________________________

Names of team members: _____________________________________________   Date: _________________________

Stage Actions (What)
Who 
(Person or 
team)

Tick when 
action 
completed 
and add date 

Before you 
choose 
your bins 
[Planning]

Use a team 
approach

Establish a planning team, including a student action team, to get the food waste 
management system up and running [or start with one class] [see page 6].
Ask relevant people from the school (teachers, grounds staff, cleaners, parents etc) 
about any potential issues from their perspective and ask their help in finding solutions 
[see page 6].
Find a local expert in composting/worm farming/biodigesters to provide advice as 
needed to your school with the steps below [see page 6].

Measure your 
food waste

Measure how much and what type of food waste the school currently generates [see 
page 7 and the Food waste data collection template]. This will help you choose the type 
and number of bins you will need. It is also your baseline data from which you can track 
your improvements. 

 

Plan your ongoing food waste monitoring program [see page 7] and ‘Monitoring and 
measuring’ step below.

Find bin 
locations

Find suitable place(s) in the school grounds to locate your compost bins/worm farms/
biodigesters [see page 8].
Decide where the food waste collection containers will be located [see page 8].

Find curriculum 
links

Identify food waste activities to include within the school’s existing curriculum, as real life 
scenarios and learning opportunities.

Health and 
safety plan Develop a health and safety plan for working with food waste and compost.

Choosing bins

 

Select bins Use the selection questions and infrastructure tables provided in this Toolkit and/or seek 
advice from experts to choose the type of worm farm, compost bin or other system to 
suit the volume and type of food waste created at your school [see page 11]. 
Buy or source your food waste collection containers [see page 29] or compost bins/worm 
farms/biodigesters [see from page 31].

http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
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Choosing bins Source funds Some items can be sourced for free, purchased via grants or obtained from local 
businesses. [see page 13].

Collecting the 
food waste

Make signs 
for collection 
containers

Develop signs for your food waste collection containers so everyone knows what can 
and cannot go into them [see page 14].
Place the food waste collection containers in all eating areas.

Inform Inform everyone in the school about the food waste collection system and what can be 
put into it.

Empty the 
containers Organise the daily emptying of the food waste collection containers [see page 14].

Using the bins 
and product

Operate 
correctly

Regularly mix the contents of the compost bin(s) or turn the tumbler to mix air into the 
developing compost [see page 17]

Inspect the bins Identify a knowledgeable person/team to regularly inspect the working compost/worm 
farm to see if any actions are needed. Seek input from a local expert if you need advice 
[see page 18].

Use the product Collect the finished compost or worm wee to use on the school’s vegetable garden, or 
bottle and sell the worm wee [see page 18].

Monitoring 
and 
measuring

Keep collecting 
data

Decide which dates/days that the food waste recycling data (observations, volumes, 
photographs) will be collected [see page 19].
Assign students or others to collect this food waste data (volumes, observations, 
photographs) at these agreed times [see page 19].

Set up a file for all these records to be stored and assign a teacher as file manager.

Calculate Use the data collected to calculate (a) the amount of food waste generated and (b) the 
waste reductions [See the Food waste data collection template].
Calculate how much food waste the school composts/recycles over a year.

Celebrate 
your 
achievements

Communicate 
to the school 
and community

If the school is on the ResourceSmart Schools Online System or SETS (School 
Environment Tracking System), enter the school’s annual food waste volume (yearly 
average) into the online system [see page 19]. This online tool creates graphs and a 
range of visual reports to show the school’s waste reduction over time.
Use this information (volumes, observations, photographs) to create a report, 
presentation, webpage or newsletter article to show the whole school community how 
much the school has reduced the amount of food waste thrown into its rubbish bins and 
sent to landfill.
Provide feedback to any supporters (e.g council) or experts that have assisted your 
school with its food waste reduction efforts.

 

http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
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Choose your food waste recycling bins

Answer these four questions to choose the best type of bin for your situation

Question Answer Check these options

What type of food waste do you 
mostly have?

Mostly fruit and vegetable scraps. No citrus or onions. Worm farms

Fruit (including citrus) and vegetable scraps plus small amounts bread, pasta 
and rice plus some garden waste such as lawn clippings and twigs. Compost bins and tumblers

Meat and dairy, plus fruit and vegetable scraps. No garden waste such as 
lawn clippings or twigs. Green cone, Bokashi bin

What type of outdoor space do you 
have for food waste recycling bins?

Garden bed or area available where bin can have direct contact with soil. Compost bins, tumblers and Green 
cone

No location with bare soil available. Worm farms, tumblers, Aerobin

No suitable outdoor area. Worm farms, Bokashi bin

Can you use, swap or give away the 
recycled products (compost, liquid 
worm fertiliser/worm castings)?

Yes Compost bins, tumblers, Worm farms

No Green cone

How much time and expertise do you 
have available?

We have limited time and expertise. Worm farms, tumblers, Green cone

We have time for weekly turning of bin contents. Some Compost bins

We have commitment and composting expertise. Bokashi bin



Do you need a liner 
in your collection 
container?

Some food waste collection 
containers have holes/slits in their sides for 

aeration, making a liner useful to stop flies and 
ants getting into the container. The liner could 
be a single sheet of newspaper or a compostable 
bag which can then be thrown into the compost 
bin/worm farm along with the food scraps. 
Biodegradable plastic bags are available but 

involve an additional cost and add very tiny 
pieces of plastic to the contents.

Recycling Food Waste @ School  12

You will probably need more than one bin to deal 
with the quantity of food waste produced by your 
school.

You can also make use of different types of bins 
to deal with different types of food waste, e.g. a 
worm farm to deal with fruit and vegetable scraps 
and a compost bin to deal with the school’s grass 
and shrub clippings and citrus peels and other 
items that worms don’t like.

Other things to consider when choosing a 
composting system:

 • Is the bin size easy for your students to work 
with? (e.g. can they easily reach the opening?)

 • Can the completed compost/worm casting/
worm juice be removed easily without 
disturbing more recently added materials? (e.g. 
a door at the base allows the finished compost 
to be dug out) 

 • Is it snake, rat, mouse and fly proof, or can it 
easily be made so?

 • Can it be easily moved around if needed?
 • How many bins or worm farms will be needed?
 • Is there a suitable place to locate it and space 

for additional bins as your system grows?
 • Will it fit into the boot of a car, if the need 

arises (especially worm farms over the summer 
holidays)?

 • How long is the warranty and what does it 
cover?

 • Can you afford it? (If not, see the Source funds 
section)

Check out the pros and cons for the different bin 
types in Pros and cons.



13   Recycling Food Waste @ School

Infrastructure selection tables 
These four tables summarise the different types, 
brands and models currently available, with 
details about size/capacity, special features/notes, 
approximate cost and where to buy them.

 • Table 1: compost bins 
 • Table 2: worm farms 
 • Table 3: bio-digesters and other large systems
 • Table 4: compost worms sources

For details on bin types, go to Infrastructure tables 
on page 28.

Select your food waste collection 
containers
You can either use commercially designed food 
waste collection containers or second hand 
containers. They should have a lid so they can be 
closed while waiting to be emptied as this keeps 
flies out.

The collection containers should be emptied each 
day, to reduce the chance of odours developing or 
attracting insects or other creatures.

See Food waste collection containers on page 
29 for a summary of suitable containers.

Source funds
Many councils provide compost bins or worm 
farms to schools at cost, subsidised or sometimes 
even free so check with yours for what they offer. 
They may also provide education sessions to 
explain how to use the compost bin/worm farm.

How to compost/worm farm sessions are provided 
for schools at school education venues such as 
CERES, Gould League, Royal Botanic Gardens 
Melbourne, Port Phillip EcoCentre, Iramoo 
Sustainability Centre, Edendale Farm. Some of 
these venues also provide incursions on this topic. 

Grants

Grants or support relating to composting/worm 
farms are available from:

 • Coles Junior Landcare
 • Bunnings
 • Check out the Grants section of:

 ● CERES Sustainability Hub
 ● Victorian Association for Environmental 

Education

Consider approaching your local hardware store, 
nursery or other retailer to ask them to ‘sponsor’ 
your school and provide a free or discounted 
compost bin or worm farm in return for some 
mentions in your school newsletter. It is advisable 
that you also link this with some local newspaper 
or other media coverage that acknowledges the 
support of that business.

http://sustainability.ceres.org.au/
http://www.gould.edu.au/
http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/education
http://www.rbg.vic.gov.au/education
http://www.ecocentre.com/programs/schools-0
http://www.iramoo.org.au/education
http://www.iramoo.org.au/education
http://www.edendale.vic.gov.au/School_Programs
http://www.juniorlandcare.com.au/
http://www.juniorlandcare.com.au/
http://sustainability.ceres.org.au/schoolgrants
http://www.vaee.vic.edu.au/index.php/grants
http://www.vaee.vic.edu.au/index.php/grants
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Collect the food waste

Set up your collection containers
You can either use commercially designed food waste collection containers or second hand ones. The 
containers should have a lid so they can be closed while waiting to be emptied.

If the containers are not emptied during the lunch/recess break, students should close the lids on the 
containers to keep out insects or other pests and reduce food odours.

Think about whether the same type of collection container is suitable for each location in your school. 
For example, you may want a fancier looking container for the staff room than the playground. 

See Food waste collection containers on page 29 for a summary of those suitable for food waste. 

Make signs for your food waste collection buckets
Have students create signs and place them on the collection containers so that all students and staff 
know what food waste can and cannot be placed in them. See What can be composted?.

Inform everyone
Make sure everyone in the school knows about the food waste collection system and what can and 
cannot be put into the food waste collection containers.

If problem items are identified in any of the food waste collection containers, use fun ways to remind 
everyone of the benefits of recycling food waste and what food items your system can recycle.

Organise daily emptying of the collection buckets
Create a student roster to empty the food waste collection containers into the compost bin/worm farm 
every day and make monitoring observations. This could be students from the Environment Team or 
Student Action Team. You could give them a fun title such as ‘Waste Warriors’ or Waste Action Heroes’ 
or ask students to suggest a title.
Tasks for the food waste monitors are:

 � take food waste collection containers to the compost bin/worm farm area

IMPORTANT: Do not carry the bin contents using just the compostable bag or newspaper lining as 
the bag or lining could fall apart while being carried and create a mess on both the student and the 
floor!

 � chop up the food waste in a chopping bucket [if relevant]
 � empty the [chopped up] food waste into the compost bin/worm farm
 � rinse out the collection containers [and chopping bucket and spade if used] with water, draining the 
rinse water onto a garden bed

 � line the cleaned collection containers with newspaper or a compostable bag if required
 � return all the collection containers back to their collection locations
 � complete the food waste monitoring record sheet as needed.
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Does 
food need to be 

chopped up before going 
into the food recycling bin?

Food waste does not have to be chopped up but if it is, then it will 
become compost quicker. This also helps the worms eat the food 
scraps more quickly. Set up a system so that any chopping can be 
done safely, e.g. empty the food scraps into a large, heavy-duty, 
designated plastic bin so it can be ‘chopped’ up inside this bin with a 
spade. If for safety reasons you do not want to assign this chopping 
task to the student monitors, check if an available adult (such as the 
groundperson or a grandparent) or senior student could be assigned 
to regularly undertake this role.
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Use the food waste recycling system and products

What can be composted? 
As a general rule, anything that was once part of a living thing can be composted. A rough rule of thumb 
is to add 20 parts of carbon (browns) to one part of nitrogen (greens) (by volume). 

Material high in carbon includes:
 • dry leaves and bark 
 • pruning 
 • sawdust 
 • shredded paper 
 • wood ash 
 • egg cartons 
 • straw 
 • dry grass 

Material high in nitrogen includes: 
 • vegetable scraps 
 • fruit peelings 
 • farm manure 
 • fresh lawn clippings 
 • tea leaves 
 • coffee grounds 
 • garden weeds 
 • cut flowers 

For best results, chop and grind coarse material into smaller pieces to speed breakdown.

Photo courtesy of Tumbleweed
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Operating instructions
Make sure you following the instructions provided by the manufacturer of your bin.

Compost bins
Whichever composting bin system you choose, it 
is important that it has air circulation inside it (the 
technical term is ‘operates aerobically’), so that 
it does not produce methane gas or unpleasant 
odours. 
To do this you should:
 • Create layers when adding to your compost 

bin. 
 ● Add roughly equal amounts of ‘greens’ 

(vegetable and fruit scraps, fresh garden 
waste and ‘browns’ (fallen leaves and 
shredded paper).

 ● Try to add these in alternate 10 cm layers.
 • Keep moist but not wet.

 ● Keep the contents moist (like a damp 
sponge) but not too wet. When you 
squeeze a handful of it, no more than a 
drop or two of water should come out of it.

 • Keep the compost bin aerated. 
 ● Turn the contents weekly if needed to mix 

air into the decomposing organic material. 
If this is not possible, then improve air 
flow into the compost bin (see ‘Tips for 
improving air flow’).

 ● Assign someone to turn the compost bin 
contents regularly if your system needs 
turning.

Worm farms
 • Compost worms will eat raw and cooked food 

and vegetable scraps, coffee grinds and tea 
bags. 

 • DO NOT add meat, dairy products or bread as 
these can attract vermin.

 • The best spot for a worm farm is in the shade 
as worms die at temperatures above 30 
degrees.

 • The worm farm design needs to allow the liquid 
(‘worm wee’) to drain away from the layer that 
the worms are living in. 

 • As a general guide most schools start with 
about three kilograms of worms. 

 • A worm farm will not deal with all of a school’s 
organic waste and many schools use more 
than one system. For example, the food scraps 
which are best left out of a worm farm, such as 
sandwich scraps, can be fed to chickens.

 • The quantity of worms required also depends 
on the amount of fruit and vegetable waste 
your school produces. More than one worm 
farm may be needed and this can be estimated 
from your waste audit results. For example, 
one kilogram of worms [= approx 4,000 large 
compost worms] will eat one kilogram of fruit, 
vegetable and paper scraps in two to three 
days. 

 • 1,000 large compost worms generally weigh 
approximately 250gm.

 • Worms eat about their body weight per day 
so don’t feed them more than this or it will go 
smelly.

 • In the right conditions the worm population can 
double in almost two months.

 • A class of 30 students typically produces about 
2–4 kg of food scraps per week and will need a 
worm farm that can hold 2300–4600 compost 
worms with a surface area of about half a 
square metre and 30cm deep.

 • A school of 300 students typically produces 
about 4–8 kg of food scraps per day (20–40 
kg per week) and will need a worm farm that 
can hold 23,000–46,000 compost worms with a 
surface area of at least two square metres.
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Inspect the bins regularly
When students collect the food waste container 
they should check that only the correct items are 
in it. If not, they should advise that class or users 
of that bin of any wrong items.

When students empty the food waste into the 
compost bin or worm farm they should check 
inside the compost bin/worm farm to see that it is 
operating well, e.g. not smelly, not too wet.

If possible, involve someone with composting/
worm farm expertise in the inspections as they 
know what to look for and can help to identify 
potential problems and likely solutions. This 
person could potentially be the waste education 
officer at your local council, a knowledgeable 
parent or grandparent or a member from a local 
gardening club.

Make use of the composted material 
(close the loop)
Compost bins
When the compost is ready (typically after two to 
four months) it should be dark, rich, crumbly and 
sweet smelling. Empty it out of the bin and use 
it on the school’s vegetable garden or give it to 
parents. 

As little as two to five litres per square meter in 
the garden will give noticeable benefits to plants. 
Use gloves and wash your hands after handling 
the compost.

Don’t just spread your compost on top of the soil. 
For best results follow these steps.

1. Evenly spread compost at a 25-50mm layer 
of thickness. (Application rates will vary 
depending upon soil conditions, climate, 
compost characteristics and plant species.)

2. Mix the compost into existing soil to a depth 
of 150-200mm with a handheld tool until the 
compost is uniformly mixed. A ratio of 1 part 
compost to two parts soil is also a good rule of 
thumb to use.

3. Establish a smooth planting bed by raking or 
dragging the soil surface.

4. Dig in chosen plants and firm the soil around 
them.

5. Water to ensure proper establishment and 
fertilise as necessary.

Worm farms
Regularly gather the worm juice and use it 
immediately on the school garden, diluting at a 
ratio of 10 parts water to 1 part worm juice. Or 
bottle it for later use or sell to parents at school 
fetes.
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Monitor and measure food waste reduction 

Measure your food waste during the year
Measure the amount of food waste at predetermined times throughout the year. As part of the planning 
process, identify when food waste volumes and observations will be collected, how and by whom. These 
will be invaluable for reviewing how the system is working, making any necessary improvements and 
creating reports to communicate results to the school community and supporting organisations. 

Collection
Keep ongoing records of the amount of food waste being collected and put into compost bins/worm 
farms at your school and involve students in these real life math exercises. See the Food waste data 
collection template.

When students are emptying the food collection containers they should also record observations (see the 
Food waste data collection template) about any incorrect items that have been put into the containers, 
so that staff and students can be informed about mistakes and learn more about what can and cannot 
be put into the school’s food waste system. Provide this feedback promptly to the school (e.g. at school 
assembly) so that incorrect items aren’t continually placed in the food waste collection containers.

Review the data at regular intervals to check how effective the program is or if it anything needs to be 
modified (e.g. clear signage about what can and cannot go into the food waste collection containers).

If your school is on School Environment Tracking System (SETS) or ResourceSmart AuSSi Vic online 
system make sure your food waste data gets entered into it.

Another measure of the success of the program is the savings in waste collection charges and the cost 
of buying mulch, soil and fertilisers. There are also environmental savings from the program by reducing 
carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions, not burning green waste and diverting all of this waste away from 
landfill. 

When you enter your school’s food waste volume data into SETS, it will automatically calculate how 
much this helped your school reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Inside the bin
Regularly observe inside the compost bin or worm farm to check that it is working well. If it is getting 
smelly, looking too wet or dry, take corrective action.

File the data
File the data electronically and as a hardcopy in place(s) that can be accessed by the relevant students 
and teachers. Let all the relevant people know of these locations.

Calculate food waste volumes
Students can analyse the data over time to calculate how much waste the school is now diverting from 
landfill.

http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
http://www.mwmg.vic.gov.au/images/documents/local_government/SEN/RFWaS/Food_waste_data_collection_template.doc
http://www.schoolenergysavings.com.au/sets.php
http://www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/
http://www.resourcesmartschools.vic.gov.au/
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Celebrate your achievements

Students have been involved in a real-life learning project and the school has been keeping food waste 
out of landfill. This is good for the environment, the community and the school so there is much to 
celebrate. Why not enter Sustainability Victoria’s ResourceSmart Schools Awards, or a sustainability 
award scheme run by your council.  It may even lead to students and families starting their own compost 
bin or worm farm at home.

Communicate
Report achievements to the school community, using the school newsletter, website and school 
assembly opportunities. This can tie in well with student monitor/student leadership/student action team 
presentations or projects.

Feedback to supporters
If your local council is supporting your school by providing infrastructure or education sessions, then 
make sure you provide data and feedback to them on how much your school has reduced its food waste. 
If you are having problems achieving your food waste goals, they may be able to provide advice. 

School/community outreach
Some classes could undertake projects to further promote the techniques of food waste recycling to the 
local community or to other schools by:

 • taking parents or other schools on tours of the schools food waste system to explain how it works
 • preparing presentations for conferences or teacher network sessions
 • preparing information for the school’s website.
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Bin selection tools

The following tables provide details about a wide selection of food waste collection containers, composting bins and worm farms suitable for Victorian schools. The 
Metropolitan Waste Management Group does not endorse or recommend any specific brands or food waste recycling system.

Pros and cons

Type of bin Advantages Disadvantages Some models available

Worm farms • Can be kept indoors.

• Worm farms break down fruit and 
vegetable scraps more quickly than 
compost bins.

• They do not require turning – the 
worms do the work.

• The stackable tub system ensures 
materials emptied from worm farms 
are well-processed.

• The drainage systems in the units 
stop materials becoming too wet.

• Worm juice and castings are 
excellent fertilisers and soil 
conditioners.

• Units are contained which deters 
pest insects, birds and animals.

• Learning about worms and their 
needs can be part of the science 
curriculum.  

• Worm farms need more care and maintenance than compost 
bins,  and require good management to keep conditions 
healthy for worms.

• Someone needs to look after the worm farm during the 
holidays.

• Doesn’t process all types of food scraps. Worms have 
difficulty with citrus, pineapple and onion waste. Items such 
as egg-shells and bones do not decompose significantly and 
are present in the castings. Although worms can process 
some meat and dairy waste, these materials can cause 
odour and maggots.

• Worm activity slows during cold and hot periods, reducing 
the amount of food that can be processed.

• The units have low processing capacity, although they are 
compact and several units can fit into a small space.

• Units can promote fruit-fly and other small pest insects.

• Viable seeds are not killed so tomatoes, pumpkins and other 
seedlings will sometimes emerge in areas where castings 
are used. 

• Stackable plastic boxes or 
cylinders 

• Larger containers

• On wheels 

• Large in-ground systems
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Type of bin Advantages Disadvantages Some models available

Compost bins in 
general

• Low purchase cost.

• Can accept a wide range of organic 
materials.

• Can cope with continual addition of 
material and only needs emptying 
once or twice a year.

• Can act as ‘vermi-composts’ with 
the lower section acting as a worm 
farm while the upper layers of the 
bin can operate as a hot compost. 

• The compost products can be used 
as soil conditioner. 

• Bins allowing removal of compost at 
the base to allow easy access.

• Rodents and other pests can enter by tunneling into the bin 
at ground level. Flies can enter if the lid is not on tightly. 

• Bin contents need to be added in layers and turned regularly 
so it doesn’t become smelly and produce greenhouse 
gases such as methane. Creating layers of materials to help 
increase airflow reduces this risk.

• Weed seed and plant disease may not be completely killed.

• Some solutions. [see following table ]

Plastic compost 
bins without 
ventilation

220 L compost bins

400 L compost bins

Plastic compost 
bins with 
ventilation holes 
or slits

• Better aeration than solid bins. • Can have similar problems as ‘compost bins without 
ventilation’ but to a lesser extent due to better design.

• Some solutions. [see following table ]

• The Earth Machine  300 L

• EcoComposter  320 L

• Earthmaker  300 L

• Aerobin 200L and 400 L

• Maze Composter with Hatch

• Compost 220
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Type of bin Advantages Disadvantages Some models available

Plastic compost 
bins with 
compartments 
that open near 
the base

• Allows easier removal of finished 
‘compost’

• Better suited to continual use

• Compost 220

• Maze Composter with Hatch

• The Earth Machine  300 L

• EcoComposter  320 L

• Earthmaker  x L

• Aerobin

Rotating drum 
units (compost 
tumblers)

• Enclosed drum keeps pests out. 

• Quicker composting time. A 200 
litre unit can process up to 10 litres 
(5-6 kg) per day, producing useable 
compost within 3-4 months.

• Easier to mix components by turning 
the drum.

• The composted product can be used 
as soil conditioner. 

• They can be operated as a worm 
farm by introducing worms to the 
unit and not allowing the unit to 
become too hot.

• Generally a bit more expensive than non-tumbling units of 
similar size.

• Some vertical rotating drum styles can be too heavy to turn 
easily once they are more than half full.

• Some drums can be difficult to empty.

• Weed seed and plant disease may not be completely killed.

• When tumblers are full and need to be emptied, the more 
recently added materials may not yet be processed, and 
may be unpleasant to handle. This can be avoided by having 
more than one unit.

• 100 – 200 L tumbler (twin unit 
option)

• 220 L Compost Tumbler

• 200  - 230 L Compost Mixers 
(barrel like)

• 400 L Compost Tumblers 
(barrel like)

Green Cone 
bio-digester

• Deals with all food waste.

• Requires no ongoing maintenance.

• Needs a well-drained location with eight hours full sun, 
preferably in or near the vegetable garden where the 
fertiliser will be used.

• Not suited to native plant gardens.
• Needs to be shifted occasionally so that the one location is 

not overloaded with nutrients.

• Green Cone

• Worm Feast stations

Bokashi 
bin/indoor 
composter

• Deals with all food waste. • A fermenter product needs to be added regularly, which 
adds an ongoing cost.

• Need some expertise to manage the system and resulting 
fermented product can have an unpleasant smell.

• A school would need the larger wheelie bin model, or need 
several bokashi bins to deal with the volume of food waste.

• Bokashi bin

• Indoor composter
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Type of bin Advantages Disadvantages Some models available

Enclosures 
made from 
timber (planks 
or sleepers), 
bricks

• Cheap to construct from second 
hand material. Suitable for garden 
waste.

• Good project for woodworking class.

• Not suitable for food waste in most schools as pests can 
easily enter.

Not covered in this guide

Chickens • Chickens deal quickly and easily 
with virtually all food waste. Any 
leftovers from the chicken pen 
can be raked up and placed in a 
compost bin. 

• The eggs can be used in cooking 
classes or sold as fundraisers.

• Need to build/buy a clean, dry and safe enclosure for the 
chickens.

• Need to deal with their manure.

• Chickens need looking after the during school holidays.

Not covered in this guide
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Some solutions to potential problems

Type of bin Problem Notes/solutions 

Plastic compost bins without 
ventilation

Rodents and other pests can enter by tunneling 
into the bin at ground level. Flies can enter if lid 
not on tightly.

• Dig the compost bin base about 10 cm into the ground so that 
animals can’t get in.

• Place the bin on a layer of fine mesh wire to prevent rodents and 
snakes entering bin from the ground. Keep the lid closed to keep 
flies out.

Can produce odours and greenhouse gases 
(methane) if not well aerated.

• Add content in layers in the bin, e.g. a layer of food waste, then a 
layer of shredded paper. Then mix the contents weekly for good 
aeration by using a Compost Mate type mixing tool.

• Improve aeration by placing a slotted plastic drainage or 
agricultural pipe, or home-made wire cylinder vertically in the 
middle of the compost. 

• Drill small holes in the sides to improve aeration. Cover the holes 
with fly wire to prevent flies and other creatures from entering the 
bin.

Primary age students may not be able to turn 
the compost components inside the bin.

• Arrange for an adult or secondary level students to mix the 
contents weekly. 

Plastic compost bins with 
ventilation holes or slits.

As above but less prone to becoming smelly 
due to better aeration.

• As above.

• Some models have internal compartments designed to provide 
even better aeration.

Rotating drum units (compost 
tumblers)

Generally more expensive than non-tumbling 
units of similar size.

• Apply for a small grant or seek sponsorship for the funds (see page 
13).

Some vertical rotating drum styles can be too 
heavy to turn easily once they are more than 
half full.

• Assign a strong person to do the bin turning.

Some drums can be difficult to empty. • Assign a strong person to do the bin turning.
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Type of bin Problem Notes/solutions 

Bokashi bin/indoor composter A fermenter product needs to be added 
regularly, which adds an ongoing cost.

• To reduce the number of Bokashi bins needed, only use them for 
the food waste items that should not be placed in compost bins/
worm farms.

A school would need a larger model, or need 
several bokashi bins to deal with the volume of 
food waste.

• To reduce the number of Bokashi bins needed, only use them for 
the food waste items that should not be added to the compost bins/
worm farms.

Need access to a site where the fermented 
product can be dug into the soil.

Green Cone bio-digester Needs a well-drained location with 8 hours full 
sun, preferably in or near the vegetable garden 
where the fertiliser will be used.

• Locate the Green Cone in or near a vegetable garden or non-native 
garden bed.

Not suited to native plant gardens.

Worm farm Worms will eat less if conditions are too hot 
or cold. Therefore, someone with experience 
needs to ensure food scraps are controlled 
during those conditions. Permanent worm 
farms pose a problem during holiday periods as 
the worms must be watered every few days and 
fed once a week.

• Build management of the worm farms into science classes. Use 
plastic worm farm tubs that can be easily transported to someone’s 
home during the holidays. 

• Worms do not survive in temperatures above 30C, so place farms 
out of direct sunlight.

Enclosures made from timber 
(planks or sleepers), bricks

Not suitable for food waste in most schools as 
pests can easily enter.

• Locate the enclosures as far away as possible from school 
buildings.

• Need to cover the content with a plastic sheet or some hessian to 
prevent the heap from drying out in hot weather.

Chickens Need to build/buy a clean, dry and safe 
enclosure for the chooks.

• For more information about chickens in schools see The Poultry 
Hub’s site for primary and secondary schools.

Need to deal with their manure.

Chickens need looking after the during school 
holidays.

http://www.poultryhub.org/education-and-training/primary-and-secondary-schools/
http://www.poultryhub.org/education-and-training/primary-and-secondary-schools/
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Comparison table

Types of composting Cost

Composting time 
Fast (e.g. less than 2 months) 
Medium (e.g. 1 to 2 months)
Slow (e.g. 6 months +)

Attending time (in addition to 
adding material)
Little (e.g. monthly)
Often (e.g. at least twice weekly)

Dome shaped sealed bins Low cost Slow Little

Worm farms Medium cost Medium Often

Tumbler-type bins Medium high cost Fast Often
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Infrastructure tables

The following tables provide details about a wide selection of food waste collection containers, composting bins and worm farms suitable for Victorian 
schools. While comprehensive, they do not claim to cover all brands or models available. Search online for other suppliers of compost bins and worm farms 
in your local area. Some online sites sell a range of brands and models in addition to what is listed here. The Metropolitan Waste Management Group does 
not endorse any specific brands.

Details are correct as of April 2013.  Prices are indicative only; check with the supplier for specials and current prices.

Food waste collection containers on page 29

Compost bins on page 31

Worm farms on page 43

Compost worms and accessories on page 49
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Food waste collection containers

These containers are for collecting food scraps and can be placed in kitchens, staff rooms, class rooms, or other areas where food is commonly eaten. A lid 
is recommended to contain any odours and keep flies out. Consider whether you want different bins for more formal places, and whether the size will meet 
your needs. Bin liners are an extra cost but they are not essential – see section x for more information.

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features Approximate 

cost Where to buy

Reused containers Assorted Assorted

These can be any used 
plastic containers from 
home, such as 4 litre ice-
cream tubs.

Rinse out after emptying to keep 
clean and reduce smells.

Free, as they 
are being 
reused.

Arrange a collection 
from teachers and 
parents.

Plastic bucket with a lid 3, 5 or 11 
litre N/A

Small pails/buckets 
with well-fitting lids e.g. 
Handy Pail.

N/A
From $3 to 
$9, depending 
on size.

Check local 
hardware or variety 
stores.

Kitchen Caddy N/A
Height: 25cm 
Base: 23cm x 
25cm

 

Colours available. Wide lid with snap 
fit to retain moisture and odours. Lid 
is locked in by the handle. 

Compostable bag liners can be 
purchased. It has a liner trap to 
secure the bag.

Less than $15

Online from Maze

Phone Maze on 
1300 449 107

Buy directly from 
hardware stores.

MaxAir kitchen tidy
Height: 18cm 
Base: 23.5cm 
x 19cm

 

Ventilated container to reduce mold 
and odour.

Removable, three-position lid and 
carry handle.

It comes with 30 x 8 litre 
compostable, breathable BioBags 
(made from corn starch). 

Less than 
$30, including 
30 BioBags.

Online from Kizan 
Worms.

Sulo kitchen tidy 
(enclosed) 6 litres

Height: 30cm 
(with handle 
up) 
Base: 32cm x 
14cm

Solid bin walls. Features an odour lip 
to provide a neat seal to lid. No bag 
required, can be lined with newspaper 
if desired.

Less than $15 Order online from 
Sulo.

http;//www.mazeproducts.com.au/Products/Composting.aspx
https://www.kizanworms.com/
https://www.kizanworms.com/
http://www.sulo.com.au
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features Approximate 

cost Where to buy

Sulo kitchen tidy 
(aerated) 6 litres

Height: 30cm 
(with handle 
up) 
Base: 32cm x 
14cm

 

Slotted container walls. Features 
a purpose built bag retainer to 
secure and conceal a neatly fitting 
compostable bag. Compostable liner 
bags can be purchased.

Less than $15 Order online from 
Sulo

Full Circle’s Fresh Air 
kitchen compost collector

approx 
23.5cm x 
29.5cm x 
22cm

 

Allows oxygen to flow through 
the container, assisting aerobic 
breakdown.

Includes five compostable renew 
bags. 

$40

Around $9 for 
a 25 pack of 
renew bags.

Purchase online or 
find your nearest 
stockist   at Full 
Circle or phone 
1300 024 725.

Vented caddy 7 and 10 
litres

7 litre 
Height: 
25.2cm  
Base: 25cm x 
22.9cm

 

Easy to use, breathable solution, 
specifically designed for food waste. 

Designed to work in partnership with 
the compostable Compost-a-Pak, 
liners, which will break down with 
organic waste in composters.

N/A

Online at Source 
Separation 
Systems, phone 
(02) 4940 4648 or 
email for nearest 
retailer.

Kitchen caddy 7 and 10 
litres

7 litre 
Height: 25.2 
cm 
Base: 25cm x 
22.9cm 

10 litre 
Height: 
34.5cm 
Base: 25.2cm 
x 22.9cm

This is an unvented version of the 
vented caddy above N/A

Online at Source 
Separation 
Systems, phone 
(02) 4940 4648 or 
email for nearest 
retailer.

 

http://www.sulo.com.au
http://www.fullcirclehome.com.au 
http://www.fullcirclehome.com.au 
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
mailto:info%40sourceseparationsystems.com.au?subject=Maze%20Composter%20enquiry
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
mailto:info%40sourceseparationsystems.com.au?subject=Maze%20Composter%20enquiry
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Compost bins

Compost bins - unventilated (from smallest to largest capacity)

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Tumbleweed 
compost bin 220 litres Height: 77cm 

Diameter: 71cm
Strong, lightweight and 
portable. $

Hardware stores 
and nurseries; check 
for retailers list at 
Tumbleweed.

Maze Composter 
with hatch and 
aerating base

220 and 
330 litres

220 litre model 
Height: 86cm 
Width: 75cm 
Depth: 71cm

330 litre model 
Height: 100cm 
Width: 80cm 
Depth: 77cm

 

The wide hatch at the base 
allows the finished compost to 
be removed more easily.

An aerating base (approx. 
$30) is available for both the 
220 and 330 litre models. 
The base helps to increase 
ventilation to the centre of 
the heap as well as prevent 
vermin entering the bin.

$

Contact Source 
Separation Systems 
to purchase, phone 
(02) 4940 4648 or 
email.

Also online from 
Maze. 

Hardware stores.

Tumbleweed 
compost bin 400 litres Height: 79cm 

Diameter: 91cm  Strong, lightweight and 
portable. $

Hardware stores 
and nurseries; check 
for retailers list at 
Tumbleweed.

http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
mailto:info%40sourceseparationsystems.com.au?subject=Maze%20Composter%20enquiry
http://www.mazeproducts.com.au/Products/Composting.aspx
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
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Compost bins - ventilated (from smallest to largest capacity)
 

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

PMG Engineering’s 
Compost 220 220 litres

Height: 75cm 
Width: 65cm 
Length: 65cm

Has central aeration pipes to 
improve oxygen circulation 
and speed up decomposition 
without needing to turn the 
contents. Fully enclosed to 
keep pests out. Easy slide-out 
walls to access the mature 
compost.

Lower end of $$, 
including freight.

PMG Engineering 
Services, phone 03 
9580 0455

Contact :Justin Smith

The Earth Machine 300 litres Height: 84cm 
Diameter: 84cm  

Compost is ready in two – 
three months. The bin design 
combines both horizontal 
and vertical ventilation that is 
controlled through the lid.

Two-piece assembly that 
easily snaps together without 
the use of any tools.

$

For entire Kit, 
including Kitchen 
collector, Earth 
Machine and 
Education booklet.

Online at Source 
Separation Systems, 
phone (02) 4940 
4648 or email.

http://www.pmgeng.com.au
http://www.pmgeng.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
http://www.sourceseparationsystems.com.au
mailto:info%40sourceseparationsystems.com.au?subject=Maze%20Composter%20enquiry
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Earthmaker 466 litres Height: 120cm 
Diameter: 75cm  

Three-in-one bin process, 
stacked vertically so gravity 
does the hard work.

Earthmaker’s natural aerobic 
process draws air up through 
the composting material in the 
bin, making compost faster. 
Its continuous cycle system 
keeps new waste separate 
from mature compost.

Earthmaker processes up to 
1,000 kg per year, yielding 
200 – up to 300 litres of rich 
worm-filled mulch/compost.

Good mulch is made in 
several weeks and becomes 
true compost when left longer. 

$$$
Online from 
Earthmaker.

Hardware stores.

Aerobin home 
composter 200 litres Height: 117.5cm   

Base: 51cm x 51cm  

This capacity will suit an 
average household with a 
small lawn/garden.

It can compost up to 1.5 
tonnes of organic recyclables 
per year and requires no 
manual intervention. 

The first compost is ready 
in about 6-8 weeks. High 
operating temperatures will kill 
most weeds and pathogens. 3 
year manufacturer’s warranty.

$$

Online from Aerobin 
or phone 1800 615 
445.

Online from 
WormsRUs or phone 
0431 927 117.

http://www.earthmaker.com.au/
https://www.aerobin400.com/aerobin400/index.aspx
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Aerobin home 
composter 400 litres Height: 120cm  

Base: 74cm x 74cm

This capacity will suit an 
average household with a 
lawns/garden.

It can compost up to 3 
tonnes of organic recyclables 
per year and requires no 
manual intervention. The first 
compost is ready in about 
6-8 weeks. High operating 
temperatures will kill most 
weeds and pathogens. 3 year 
manufacturer’s warranty.

$$$

Online from Aerobin 
or phone 1800 615 
445.

Online from 
WormsRUs or phone 
0431 927 117.

https://www.aerobin400.com/aerobin400/index.aspx
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
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Compost bins - rotating tumblers & barrels (from smallest to largest capacity)

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Maze Tumbler bin 
and Twin tumbler 100 litres

Height: 102cm 
Width:  70cm  
Depth:  56cm 

Can retrofit a second tumbler 
to double capacity and allow 
for two maturing cycles.

Can be harder to turn when 
nearly full.

$$
Online from Maze.  

Hardware stores.

Maze Roto Twin 
Composter 140 litres 66cm x 71cm x 91cm  

The two-chamber design 
allows you to fill one side 
while the other is curing.

Easy to turn, with adjustable 
air vents.

$$
Online from Maze. 

Hardware stores.

Easy Composter 250 litres 
(approx.)

Height: 126cm 
Width: 80cm 
Length: 102cm 
Drum diameter: 
56cm

 

Built-in mixing bar assists 
aeration and mixing. Air inlet 
across the length of the bin. 
Turning handle on side of bin. 
Metal construction designed to 
last 15-20 years. Wheelbarrow 
easily fits under drum to 
collect compost. Delivered as 
a flat pack.

$$$

Online from Easy 
Composter or phone 
1300 308 336 during 
normal business 
hours.

Tumbleweed 
compost tumbler 220 litres

Height: 117cm  
Width: 85cm  
Depth: 65cm 

 
Tumble it every two days. 
Vermin proof design, 
composts organic waste fast.

$$$
Hardware stores and 
nurseries or check 
for at Tumbleweed.

http://www.mazeproducts.com.au/Products/Composting.aspx
http://www.mazeproducts.com.au/Products/Composting.aspx
http://easycomposter.com.au/purchase-easy-composter
http://easycomposter.com.au/purchase-easy-composter
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Keter compost 
(dynamic) mixer 230 litres

Height: 96cm  
Width: 96cm  
Depth: 65.5cm

 

Has a gear system and large 
handle for easy turning, even 
with a full load. Adjustable 
air vents help improve and 
quicken decomposition. For 
more details, visit Keter.

$$

Online from Maze. 

Hardware stores.

Rotoplas rapid 
compost tumbler

200, 
300 and 
400 litre 
capacity in 
economy 
and celux 
versions

200 litre 
Height: 140cm 
Base: 75cm x 90cm

300 litre 
Height: 140cm 
Base: 87cm x 98cm

400 litre 
Height: 150cm 
Base: 98cm x 115cm

Composts kitchen waste 
(not grease), garden waste, 
chicken manure and fish 
scraps.

200 litre 
Economy $$$ 
Delux $$$$

300 litre  
Economy $$$$ 
Delux $$$$

400 litre  
Economy $$$$, 
Delux $$$$

Online from Rotoplas 
Direct

http://www.keter.com/products/dynamic-composter/%23benefits
http://www.mazeproducts.com.au/Products/Composting.aspx
http://www.rotoplasdirect.com.au/
http://www.rotoplasdirect.com.au/
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Jora Composters 
Little Pig (JK 125) 125 litres

Height: 1200cm (with 
short stand) 
Width:700cm 
Length: 950cm 
Weight: 29kg

Can process more than 2.4 
litres of waste daily.

A rotating and heat-generating 
compost bin which breaks 
down food scraps including 
meat, fish, shellfish, 
household paper and pet 
droppings. The instructions 
refer to adding sawdust, but 
this can be substituted by 
other forms of dry material.

N/A
Online from 
Vitality4Life or phone 
1800 802 924.

Jora Composters 
Big Pig (JK 270) 270 litres

Height: 1250cm (with 
short stand) 
Width:700cm 
Length: 1150cm 
Weight: 38kg

Can process more than 4.3 
litres of waste daily. A rotating 
and heat-generating compost 
bin which breaks down food 
scraps including meat, fish, 
shellfish, household paper 
and pet droppings. The 
instructions refer to adding 
sawdust, but this can be 
substituted by other forms of 
dry material.

Online from 
Vitality4Life or phone 
1800 802 924.

http://www.vitality4life.com/au/composting-restauranteur-jk400.html
http://www.vitality4life.com/au/composting-restauranteur-jk400.html
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Jora Composters  
JK 400 
Restauranteur

400 litres  
per week

Height: 1300cm (with 
short stand) 
Width:800cm 
Length: 1400cm

Can process 50-80 litres of 
waste per week. A rotating 
and heat-generating compost 
bin which breaks down food 
scraps including meat, fish, 
shellfish, household paper 
and pet droppings. The 
instructions refer to adding 
sawdust, but this can be 
substituted by other forms of 
dry material.

$$$$
Online from 
Vitality4Life or phone 
1800 802 924.

http://www.vitality4life.com/au/composting-restauranteur-jk400.html
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Compost bins - In ground bio-digesters (from smallest to largest capacity)

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Green Cone Height: 75cm above 
ground

Handles all food waste.

Needs to be located in full 
sun, in a well-draining location 
(especially suitable for a 
vegetable garden bed).

The Green Cone unit consists 
of two cones, a basket and a 
lid,

One cone can dispose of 
more than 5kg of food waste 
a week.

As a guide, a school of 350 
students would need about 
eight Green Cones.

$$

Check with your local 
Council (for example, 
Banyule residents 
and schools can 
purchase from their 
council).

Bulk orders 
available from Hatlar 
Environmental  
or phone  
(03) 9629 5300.

WormFeast Food 
Scrap Recycling 
System®

Height: 45cm  
Top diameter:  20cm  
Base diameter: 30cm

Recycles all food scraps for a 
family of four. The stations are 
buried 40cm into the soil.

This system uses naturally 
occurring worms; it is not a 
worm farm.

$$ for whole kit. Online from 
Tumbleweed.

 

http://www.hatlar.com/index.php%3FpageID%3D13928
http://www.hatlar.com/index.php%3FpageID%3D13928
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/WormFarming/WormFeast.aspx
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Compost bins - Indoor units with lids (from smallest to largest capacity)

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Bokashi bin 19 litres
Height: 41cm 
Width: 31cm 
Depth: 30cm

Handles almost all kitchen 
food waste including cooked 
and uncooked meats and fish, 
cheese, eggs, bread, coffee 
grounds. Uses a fermentation 
process involving adding a 
purchased microbial mix. Also 
produces a liquid fertiliser.

Once the waste has ferment 
in the bin for 10-14 days 
or longer it needs to be 
buried in the ground or put 
into a compost bin for the 
decomposition proves to 
complete. 

$

Microbial mix approx 
$9 for 1 kg bag.

Online directly from 
Bokashi, phone 1300 
902 880 or check 
their list of local 
retailers.

Online from 
Chooktopia or phone 
0408 056 185.

Wyndywood Worm 
Farm

Buy directly from 
hardware stores and 
some nurseries. 

A wheelie bin version 
(120L) for outdoors 
is available from 
Eco-organics.

http://www.bokashi.com.au/
http://www.bokashi.com.au/retail-outlets/
http://www.bokashi.com.au/retail-outlets/
http://www.chooktopia.com.au/bokashi---indoor-composting.html
http://www.wyndywoodwormfarm.com
http://www.wyndywoodwormfarm.com
http://www.eco-organics.com.au/index.htm
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Indoor kitchen 
composter 18 litres

Height: 48cm 
Width: 32cm 
Depth: 25cm

Takes all food waste including 
meat, fish, dairy and cooked 
foods.

Uses a fermentation process 
involving adding a purchased 
microbial mix (bokashi) 
available in liquid or 1.5  or 5 
litre bags.

$

Online from Source 
Separation Systems, 
phone (02) 4940 
4648 or email.

Online from Maze.

Online from 
WormsRUs  or 
phone 0431 927 117.

Buy directly from 
hardware stores and 
some nurseries.

The Urban 
Composter

12 litres 
approx

Height (back): 40cm  
Height (front): 35cm 
at the back 
Diameter: 29cm

 

Takes standard compostables 
plus meat and dairy. This is an 
indoor or outdoor system that 
ferments food waste ready for 
burying, composting or worm 
farming. 

$

Online from 
QualityProducts.

Online from 
Chooktopia or phone 
0408 056 185 or 
email.

http://easycomposter.com.au/purchase-easy-composter
http://easycomposter.com.au/purchase-easy-composter
mailto:Emailinfo%40sourceseparationsystems.com.au?subject=
http://www.mazeproducts.com.au/Products/Composting.aspx%2520
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
http://www.qualityproducts.com.au/store/urban-composter/urban-composter/
http://www.chooktopia.com.au
mailto:info%40chooktopia.com.au%0D?subject=
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Compost bins - larger capacity
Suitable for large schools with canteens and/or students who board. This is a selection only; larger models available from each company. For more 
information about larger units, contact MWMG.

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ =more than $500

Where to buy

Closed Loop 
Organics 2 Organics 
Unit (Domestic) 
Coming soon

Height: 78cm  
Width: 40cm 
Diameter: 40cm 
Weight: 27kg

Requires AC 240V 
Electricity usage: 
60-80kWh/month

N/A Breaks down material by up to 
90% within 24 hours

Considerably more 
than $$$$

Closed Loop 
Organics Pty Ltd

GaiaRecycle 
modular equipment

The pictured model 
is: 
Height: 1213cm 
Length: 1050cm 
Depth: 750cm

A range of models to process 
from 30kgs to 3 tonnes per 
day of organic waste. They 
handle all types of food waste 
and other organics. 

This unit uses heat from gas 
or electrical power to dry 
organics into a friable powder 
in about 10 hours per batch. 
The product can be applied 
to land, further composted, or 
pelletised as a soil additive.

Considerably more 
than $$$$

For more information 
visit Ecoguardians.

 

mailto:metro.waste%40mwmg.vic.gov.au?subject=Information%20about%20larger%20capacity%20compost%20units%20for%20schools
http://www.closedloop.com.au/index.php%3Fid%3D29
http://www.closedloop.com.au/index.php%3Fid%3D29
http://www.ecoguardians.com.au
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Worm farms

Worm farms - stackable boxes and cylinders

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Tumbleweed’s 
Can-o-Worms 29 litres 51cm x 51cm x 65cm 

Two, round working trays and 
a collector tray. Round, fly 
proof, ventilated lid. Ventilated 
collector tray with tap and five 
legs.

Provides education resources.

$

Hardware stores 
and nurseries, check 
the list of retailers at 
Tumbleweed.

Online from 
Tumbleweed 
(including spare 
parts).

Online from KIZAN 
Worms (including 
worms.

Tumbleweed’s Worm 
Factory 40 litres

Height: 29cm 
Width: 39cm 
Length: 58cm

Larger capacity working 
tray and a ventilated liquid 
collection tray with a tap.

$

Hardware stores 
and nurseries, check 
the list of retailers at 
Tumbleweed.

Online from 
Tumbleweed 
(including spare 
parts).

http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/Education.aspx
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
https://www.kizanworms.com/online-shop/
https://www.kizanworms.com/online-shop/
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Tumbleweed’s Worm 
Café 32 litres

Height: 75cm 
Width: 39cm 
Length: 57cm

Hinged, fly proof lid, three 
larger capacity working trays 
and a ventilated collector tray 
with moulded mount and tap. 
Also with ant prevention legs.

$

Hardware stores 
and nurseries, check 
the list of retailers at 
Tumbleweed.

Online from 
Tumbleweed 
(including spare 
parts).

VermiHut Kit N/A

Stands approx 70cm 
high with three trays 
stacked.

Trays are 40cm x 
40cm x 13cm

 

This kit contains three working 
trays/tiers, coconut fibre 
bedding, a lid, liquid tray and 
tap, and a sturdy, one-piece 
leg system. 

The three tier model holds 
up to 3 to 4 kgs of worms 
and approx 40 litres of worm 
castings. 

Made from 98% recycled 
plastic. 

$

Check online for 
special deals. 

Bulk purchase 
discounts may apply 
with some retailers. 

Online from 
Wyndywood Worm 
Farm or phone 
Phone 0400 223 
758.

Online from 
WormsRUs or phone 
0431 927 117.

Online from 
Chooktopia or phone 
0408 056 185 (email 
and phone orders 
also welcomed).

WormsRUs wooden 
worm farm N/A

Stands approx. 36cm 
high with three trays 
stacked.  (flat lid 
model).

Trays are 30cm x 
30cm x 10cm

This kit contains three working 
trays/tiers, a lid, and a liquid 
tray.

It holds approx 20 litres of 
worm castings and approx 2 
kg of compost worms.

$
Online from 
WormsRUs or phone 
0431 927 117.

http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.compostworms.webs.com
http://www.compostworms.webs.com
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
http://www.chooktopia.com.au/store/c2/Worm_farms_%26_accessories.html
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

WormsRUs mini 
wooden worm farm N/A

Stands approx. 36cm 
high with three trays 
stacked.  (flat lid 
model).

Trays are 20cm x 
20cm x 10cm

This kit is a smaller version of 
the above model, but still with 
three working trays/tiers, a lid, 
and a liquid tray.

It holds approx 10 litres of 
worm castings and approx 1 
kg of compost worms.

$
Online from 
WormsRUs or phone 
0431 927 117.

The Ecoflo 
Wormaerator 95 litres N/A  

The liquid collection chamber 
has a drain at the front and 
the casting collection chamber 
has a hatch (see image) 
to allow easy access and 
ensuring it will not over-fill. A 
false floor separates the two.

The mesh-screened vents 
provide a well-aired and 
pest free environment for the 
worms.

Suitable for families of 3-4 
people

$$

Includes 2000 mixed 
worms.

Online from EcoFlo 
or phone 1300 768 
013.

Worm farm kit 220 litres Height: 75cm  
Base: 56cm x 56cm

Has 2 doors for easy access 
to remove worm castings. The 
kit comes with peat bedding 
and conditioning food. 

$ - $$

Varies according to 
number of worms 
ordered.

Kizan Worms has 
special offers and 
discounts for all 
schools for orders 
over $200. Spend 
more than $50 and 
receive a free library 
resource book.

Online from Kizan 
Worms.

http://www.wormsrus.com.au
http://www.ecoflo.net.au/index.html
https://www.kizanworms.com/
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Worm farms - on wheels
     

Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

CERES Worm Farm 240 litres N/A N/A
Recycled plastic wheelie bins 
retrofitted to create portable 
worm farms.

$$
Contact CERES 
education team on 
9389 0133.

Hungry Bin 180 litres

Height: 95cm Width: 
60cm 
Depth: 65cm

Weight empty:12kg 
Weight operational 
95kg

Can handle small amounts 
of meat, dairy, onion, citrus, 
paper/cardboard. 

The tapered shape of the bin 
compresses the castings, 
making them largely free of 
worms and easier to handle. 
The design encourages the 
worms to move to the surface 
layer to access the fresh food. 
A secure lid keeps out flies. 
It has strong and sturdy zinc 
plated legs with durable, large 
diameter wheels, and a large, 
easy to clean filter. The liquid 
drains freely from the bin into 
the tray below it. The drip tray 
has an easy pouring spout 
to collect the liquid fertiliser, 
which can used on gardens. A 
school needs one roughly bin 
per 30 pupils. If also adding 
paper hand-towels from 
toilets, one bin per 20 pupils is 
suitable.

$$$

Online from Hungry 
Bins.

More information 
available here.

http://www.hungrybin.com.au
http://www.hungrybin.com.au
http://www.hungrybin.co.nz/
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Product name Product 
capacity

Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Worms Downunder 
Worm Habitat 

140 and 
240 litres

240 litre 
Height: 105cm  
Base: 73cm x 58cm 

140 litre 
Height: 91cm  
Base: 62cm x 58cm

The 140 litre size is especially 
useful for early childhood 
centres.

$$$

Discounts for 
multiple systems,.

Online from Worms 
Downunder or phone 
(07) 5445 9704.

Purchase direct from 
The G-Store  
1095 Dandenong 
Rd, East Malvern, 
Vic 3145 
Phone (03) 9571 
0552.

Worms Downunder 
Worm Habitat 360 litres N/A

The 360 litre size bin is 
especially useful for larger 
amounts of food waste, e.g. 
secondary schools, schools 
with kitchen gardens or 
canteens. Relocatable when 
not full.

$$$

Discounts for 
multiple systems.

Online from Worms 
Downunder or phone 
(07) 5445 9704.

http://www.wormsdownunder.com.au
http://www.wormsdownunder.com.au
http://www.wormsdownunder.com.au
http://www.wormsdownunder.com.au
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Worm farms - larger systems

Product name Product capacity Product 
dimensions Image Notes and special 

features

Approx cost 
$ = less than $100  
$$ = less than $200 
$$$ = less than $500 
$$$$ = more than $500

Where to buy

Worms Downunder 
Worm Habitat 
Grande

1800 litres Height: 1.1m 
Base: 1.2m x 1.2m

This model handles 
large amounts of 
school food, paper 
and garden waste, 
so is a good addition 
to a kitchen garden. 
It produces a large 
amount of liquid and 
castings for use on 
gardens or for sale.

More than $$$$
Online from Worms 
Downunder or phone 
(07) 5445 9704.

http://www.wormsdownunder.com.au
http://www.wormsdownunder.com.au
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Compost worms and accessories

Compost worms
Some worm farm providers include worms with their containers.

Retailer Compost worm type/details Approximate cost Where to buy

Justworms Red Wriggler $20 - $25 per 1000 worms
Online from Just Worms, 28 Tinks Rd, 
Narre Warren VIC 3805  
or phone (03) 9708 6110.

Eltham Worms
250 grams of compost worms (1200 - 2400 worms) packed 
in home-made vermicompost. 

Posted throughout Victoria.
$30

Online, email or call Michael on  
0419 310 003 or after hours on 
03 9431 0979.

WormsRUs

Approx 1000 (mixed types) supplied in a bucket of compost 
with coconut core bedding. 

Bucket dimensions approx.16cm x 16cm.

Posted throughout Victoria.

They suggest a starting guide of 1000 worms per person 
per household.

1000 mixed compost 
worms $30

2000 mixed compost 
worms $45

Online or phone 0431 927 117.

Kizan Worms

Basic Starter Pack – 200 worms

Family Starter Pack – 4000 worms

Maxi Starter Pack – 8000 worms (1 kg) 

The worms are first grade red wrigglers, not a worm mix. 
They are packed in calico bags with a bedding of bio-
activated peat moss, placed in a breathable biobag for a 
moisture barrier and then packed securely in wadded paper 
in a sturdy box.

2000 worms $50

4000 worms $80

8000 worms $120

Online.

Wormlovers Online, at Yarraville, St Kilda and Geelong 
outlets or call 0411 723 228.

http://www.justworms.com.au
http://www.elthamworms.com.au/
mailto:elthamworms%40yahoo.com?subject=Worm%20enquiry
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
https://www.kizanworms.com/products.htm
http://www.wormlovers.com.au
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Retailer Compost worm type/details Approximate cost Where to buy

Wyndywood Worm Farm 
(Kilmore, Vic)

1000 worms (250 grams)

4000 worms (1kg)

Bulk orders for larger projects are welcome.

$45 (250 grams) 
delivered.

Check online for pick up 
prices.

Online.

Chooktopia Compost worms sold in reusable plastic buckets or canvas 
bags.

$35 per 1,000 worms 
plus postage. Can 
arrange for pick up from 
Langwarrin or Frankston 
by appointment.

Online or phone 0408 056 185.

http://www.wyndywoodwormfarm.com/apps/webstore/products/category/525867
http://www.chooktopia.com
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Compost turners
These tools help you aerate the heap inside compost bins. This action breaks the compacted layers, letting in oxygen and preventing waterlogged 
conditions.

Product Product dimensions Image Notes and special features Approximate cost Where to buy

Tumbleweed’s Compost 
mate

Length: 90cm 

Powder-coated steel
 

Screw the spiral tool into 
the heap and lift the handle 
upwards. 

$20

Hardware stores and 
nurseries. 

Check for a list of 
retailers at Tumbleweed.

Tumbleweed’s Compost 
aerator

Length: 90cm 

Galvanised steel
 

Screw the spiral tool into 
the heap and lift the yellow 
ergonomically designed 
handle upwards.

$25

Hardware stores and 
nurseries. 

Check retailers list at 
Tumbleweed.

http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
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Worm farm accessories

Product Product dimensions Image Approximate cost Where to buy

Tumbleweed’s Worm farm 
blankets

Bio-degradable jute fibre (all 
natural) cover to keep worms 
moist and cool though hot 
weather.

Round 47cm diameter 

Rectangle 53cm x 33cm

 $10

Hardware stores and 
nurseries.

Check for a list of retailers at 
Tumbleweed.

Vermihut Worm blankets

Helps keep worms moist and 
cool though summer months.

Perfectly covers a Vermihut 
tray, measuring36cm x 36cm.

 N/A $25
Online from Chooktopia or 
phone 0408 056 185.

Coir Peat Brick

Coir peat creates ideal 
bedding conditions (3 - 4cm 
across the base of the worm 
bin). 

N/A $4.50 Online from Kizan Worms.

Meter / Tester (4 in 1)

Measures soil pH value, 
soil temp, soil moisture and 
ambient sunlight.

For monitoring environmental 
conditions in worm farms.

Boxed dimensions: 35cm x 
9cm x 6cm

$25 Online from WormsRUs.

http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/home
http://www.chooktopia.com.au
http://www.kizanworms.com
http://www.wormsrus.com.au
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Education resources

Resource type Resource Image Approximate cost Where to get

Book Worms eat my garbage - information about 
worms  $20 Online from Kizan Worms.

Book Worms eat our garbage - classroom 
activities  $40 Online from Kizan Worms.

Online Waste audit tool  Free Online from Source 
Separation Systems.

Online Lesson plans Free Online from Tumbleweed.

http://www.kizanworms.com
http://www.kizanworms.com
http://sourceseparationsystems.com.au/wordpress/?p=320
http://sourceseparationsystems.com.au/wordpress/?p=320
http://www.tumbleweed.com.au/Education/LessonPlans.aspx
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contact us
Office:   The Tea House, Level 4, 28 Clarendon St, SOUTHBANK 3006

Postal:   PO Box 1326, SOUTH MELBOURNE   3205

Telephone:  (03) 8698 9800

Fax:   (03) 9699 3840

Email:   metro.waste@mwmg.vic.gov.au

Web:   www.mwmg.vic.gov.au


	Introduction
	Benefits of recycling food waste at school

	How to use this guide
	What this guide provides
	What is not covered in this guide

	Facts on food waste recycling
	Methods
	Types of bins
	Health and safety precautions

	Before you choose your bins
	First steps
	Use a team approach
	Measure your food waste
	Find bin locations
	Find curriculum links
	Create a school food waste recycling action plan

	Choose your food waste recycling bins
	Answer these four questions to choose the best type of bin for your situation
	Infrastructure selection tables 
	Source funds

	Collect the food waste
	Set up your collection containers
	Make signs for your food waste collection buckets
	Inform everyone
	Organise daily emptying of the collection buckets

	Use the food waste recycling system and products
	What can be composted? 
	Inspect the bins regularly
	Make use of the composted material (close the loop)

	Monitor and measure food waste reduction 
	Calculate food waste volumes

	Celebrate your achievements
	Communicate
	Feedback to supporters
	School/community outreach

	Bin selection tools
	Pros and cons
	Some solutions to potential problems
	Comparison table

	Infrastructure tables
	Food waste collection containers
	Compost bins
	Compost bins - unventilated (from smallest to largest capacity)
	Compost bins - ventilated (from smallest to largest capacity)
	Compost bins - rotating tumblers & barrels (from smallest to largest capacity)
	Compost bins - In ground bio-digesters (from smallest to largest capacity)
	Compost bins - Indoor units with lids (from smallest to largest capacity)
	Compost bins - larger capacity

	Worm farms
	Worm farms - stackable boxes and cylinders
	Worm farms - on wheels
	Worm farms - larger systems

	Compost worms and accessories
	Compost worms
	Compost turners
	Worm farm accessories
	Education resources


	References

